Punjabi Trucker

TRUCKER KNOW YOUR

RIGHTS & L

-CGAL FAQ

For 18 years, the Sikh Coalition has been protecting and defending Sikh civil rights in America.
This work includes fighting employment discrimination and hate crimes, as well as protecting
religious rights. As more Sikh Americans join the trucking industry, we want to ensure that you
and your colleagues Know Your Rights as it applies to the trucking industry.

Hair Testing:

If an employer requires a Sikh
employee to submit a hair sample
for a drug test, the employee may
request a religious accommodation.
Employers can waive the hair testing
requirement or ask for an alternative
test (such as a nail sample).

Kirpan:

Police should not arrest Sikhs for
wearing kirpans. Clients should not
prevent Sikh drivers from picking
up or dropping off loads for wearing
kirpans.

Hate Crimes:

A driver should not be verbally
or physically assaulted or harassed
because he is Sikh or Indian.
Likewise, his truck should not be
vandalized or damaged because he is
Sikh or Indian.

Headwear:

If an employer requires a
turbaned Sikh to wear company
(non-protective) headwear, the
employee may request a religious
accommodation. Employers should
waive requirements for non-
protective headwear. If an employer
or client requires a turbaned Sikh to
wear a hard hat, please contact the
Sikh Coalition for legal advice.

Immigration Status:

¢ Citizens and legal immigrants
do not have to answer questions
about where they were born, whether
they are a U.S. citizen, or how they
entered the country.

¢ Separate rules apply in certain
cases, including:

1. for individuals on certain non-
immigrant visas - including tourists
and business travelers, and

2. at international borders and
airports.

Police Stops:

0 If you are stopped by the police, you have
the right to remain silent and speak with an
attorney. (For example, you do not have to
answer any questions about where you are
going, where you are traveling from, what you
are doing, or where you live). If you wish to
exercise your right to remain silent or to speak
with an attorney, say so out loud.

However, refusing to answer basic questions
may raise additional concerns for officers and
could result in a prolonged traffic stop.

¢ In some states, you may be required
to provide your name if asked to identify
yourself, and an officer may arrest you for
refusing to do so.

¢ You may be asked to provide your license,
registration, and proof of insurance. You are
required to comply with these requests.

¢ You should immediately tell officers
that you wish to remain silent and that
you would like to speak with an attorney
if you are arrested following a traffic stop.
Additionally, you should not speak with any
law enforcement officer unless your attorney
is present.

If you need free legal assistance in English or Punjabi, please contact the Sikh Coalition.

We handle civil rights cases, and we can provide attorney referrals for immigration and criminal defense cases.
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