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Join us in Welcoming our New
Truck Sales Finance Manager

Simranjit “Sim” Singh

Sim comes to us with 18 years of
experience in the transportation industry
and 3 years in commercial
equipment finance.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Raman S. Dhillon

THE ROAD AHEAD FOR TRUCKING IN 2025

As we enter 2025, the trucking industry is at a critical
crossroads. Regulatory changes, technological
advances, and evolving market demands are reshaping
the landscape for carriers, drivers, and fleet owners.
The choices made today will determine the direction
of an industry that serves as the backbone of global
commerce.

The California Air Resources Board (CARB) and other
state-level initiatives are setting the tone for stricter
environmental and operational standards. Starting this
year, CARB’s Advanced Clean Fleets (ACF) regulations
require fleet operators to accelerate the transition
to zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs). Additionally, New
Jersey’s doubling of liability insurance minimums to
$1.5 million reflects a broader push for heightened
accountability and financial preparedness in the sector.

Autonomous trucking continues to spark debate. While
it promises efficiency and cost savings, questions
about safety, job displacement, and regulatory oversight
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persist. The trucking industry must proactively engage
with these challenges, ensuring that technology
enhances human roles rather than replaces them.

The trucking industry’s resilience is well-documented,
but 2025 demands a new level of adaptability and
innovation. Stakeholders must embrace a collaborative
mindset, working together to navigate the regulatory
and technological challenges ahead.

Policymakers should prioritize fairness and support for
small operators. Companies must invest in sustainable
practices and workforce development. Technology
providers must focus on solutions that enhance rather
than disrupt the industry’s human element.

The road ahead is challenging but not insurmountable.
By addressing these issues with foresight and unity,
the trucking industry can secure a sustainable and
prosperous future—one where progress and tradition
coalesce to keep the world moving forward.
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service, conduct, safe, efficient and profitable trucking
industry across all sectors and industry types,
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The Future of Trucking in 2025:
A Transformational Era

he trucking industry in

2025 stands on the cusp of a

technological and economic
transformation. With advancements
in automation, alternative energy,
and digital logistics reshaping
the landscape, trucking is not just
evolving but redefining its role in
global commerce and supply chain
management.

1. Automation and Autonomous
Vehicles

One of the most significant shifts
in trucking by 2025 is the growing
adoption of autonomous vehicles
(AVs). While fully autonomous trucks
operating without human intervention
remain a future milestone, semi-
autonomous trucks equipped with
advanced driver-assistance systems
(ADAS) are already widespread. These
vehicles enhance safety, optimize fuel
efficiency, and reduce driver fatigue.

Major manufacturers, including
Tesla, Daimler, and Volvo, continue to
refine their autonomous technologies.
Long-haul  trucking, particularly

@ January - March 2025

on predictable interstate routes, is
seeing early adoption of autonomous
convoys—a lead vehicle followed by
several driverless trucks. This model
maximizes efficiency while retaining
human oversight in the lead truck.

2. The Shift to Alternative Energy
Environmental sustainability
will be at the forefront of trucking in
2025. Governments and industries
worldwide are working to reduce
carbon emissions, pushing the
adoption of alternative energy sources.

Electric ~ Trucks: Companies
like Tesla, Rivian, and BYD have
introduced electric trucks capable of
competing with traditional diesel-
powered vehicles. These trucks are
now a common sight in urban and
regional logistics, where their limited
range is less of a constraint.

Hydrogen Fuel Cells: For long-haul
operations, hydrogen-powered trucks
are emerging as a viable alternative.
With faster refueling times and longer
ranges compared to electric vehicles,

hydrogen technology is a promising
solution for heavy-duty trucking.

Biofuels and Renewable Diesel:
Transitional fuels like renewable diesel
continue to play a role, especially in
regions where electric and hydrogen
infrastructure is still developing.

3. Digital Transformation and
Smart Logistics

The digitalization of trucking has
reached new heights in 2025, with
data-driven technologies improving
every aspect of the industry:

IoT and Telematics: Sensors and
IoT devices provide real-time data
on vehicle health, cargo conditions,
and route efficiency. This ensures
better maintenance schedules, reduces
downtime, and enhances customer
satisfaction.

Al-Driven Optimization: Artificial
intelligence is now central to logistics
planning.  Al-powered  platforms
analyze vast datasets to optimize
routes, reduce fuel consumption, and

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



forecast demand trends.

Blockchain  for  Transparency:
Blockchain technology is being used
to enhance transparency and security
in freight transactions. Smart contracts
streamline payments and reduce
disputes between shippers and carriers.

4. Addressing the Driver Shortage

Despite automation advancements,
the industry still faces a driver
shortage in 2025. To address this
challenge, companies are adopting
several strategies:

Flexible Work Models: Improved
scheduling and shorter routes allow
drivers to maintain a better work-life
balance.

Incentives and Training:
Competitive  pay, benefits, and
advanced training programs are
helping attract new talent.

Augmented Roles: With

automation handling repetitive tasks,
drivers are transitioning to roles

focused on overseeing and managing
autonomous systems.

5. Regulatory and Infrastructure
Developments

Governments are playing a crucial
role in shaping the trucking industry.
In 2025:

Regulatory Frameworks: Clear
regulations for autonomous vehicles,
emissions standards, and digital
compliance systems have been
implemented to ensure safety and
sustainability.

Infrastructure Investments:
Significant investments in charging
stations, hydrogen refueling networks,
and smart highways support the
industry's modernization.

6. Challenges Ahead

While the industry is advancing
rapidly, challenges remain:

High Costs: The initial investment
in autonomous and alternative energy
trucks is significant, creating barriers

for smaller operators.

Technological Integration:
Seamlessly integrating new
technologies into existing systems
requires time and expertise.

Cybersecurity Threats: As
trucking becomes increasingly digital,
protecting data and systems from
cyberattacks is a growing concern.

7. A Glimpse into the Future

By 2025, trucking is no longer
just about moving goods from point
A to B; it’s about doing so efficiently,
sustainably, and transparently. The
industry is a cornerstone of the global
economy, driving innovation while
adapting to evolving demands.

As we look ahead, the trajectory
of trucking suggests an era of
unprecedented change. With
technology, sustainability, and human
ingenuity at the helm, the road ahead is
not only promising but transformative
for the industry and society at large.

-
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Trump Picks PRO Act Supporter
for Secretary of Labor

mid a slew of controversial
cabinet choices with staunch
Democratic opposition,

newly elected President Donald Trump
has picked a seemingly pro-union,
pro-worker former congresswoman
from Oregon to helm the Department
of Labor.

Republican Laura Chavez-
DeRemer lost her bid for reelection
to the 5th District seat in the House
of Representatives in November
despite some union support. She was
an enthusiastic backer of the PRO

@ January - March 2025

Act (Protecting the Right to Organize
Act) which allows workers, especially
gig workers, to organize more easily.
Some have labeled the PRO Act a
federal version of California’s AB 5.

In March, Rep. Darrell Issa
(R-California) said of the PRO Act,
“Even worse, the PRO Act will bring
to every state California’s AB 5, which
destroyed numerous jobs by denying
work to independent contractors. To
take a reckless job killer like AB 5 and
extend it across America is to make
one state’s mistake the entire nation’s

crisis.”

The PRO Act, which had
strong support from the Biden
Administration, passed the House but
was killed by a filibuster in the Senate.
Senator Bill Cassidy (R-Louisiana)
said, “If unions can convince workers
that it is in their best interest to join
a union, then they shouldn’t need
changes to the independent contractor
definition. This policy included in the
PRO Act would take away the ability
of 27 million workers to choose how
to earn a living. Why? To make them
susceptible to forced or coerced

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



unionization.”

Chavez-DeRemer sponsored a
bill that would protect public-sector
workers from having their Social
Security benefits cut because they
receive government pension benefits.
That proposal also lacked Republican
support.

Some labor leaders remain
skeptical of the choice as they
remember that Trump’s first term was
not particularly friendly toward labor.
Teamsters President Sean O’Brien,
however, has given her full-throated
support.

In a recent online editorial,
O’Brien wrote in Compact Magazine,
“While the Teamsters haven’t
agreed on everything with Chavez-
DeRemer, she has shown herself to
be a real fighter for working people.
In Congress, she is one of only three

Republicans to co-sponsor the PRO
Act—one of our union’s top priorities,
aimed at reversing the decades-long
anti-union drift of American labor
law.”

Chavez-DeRemer also  drew
tentative praise from liberal Senator
Elizabeth Warren (D-Massachusetts),
who said, “If Chavez-DeRemer
commits as labor secretary to
strengthen labor unions and promote
worker power, she’s a strong candidate
for the job.”

Warren went on to say, “But this
nomination is an early test: will
Trump stand strong with workers or
bow down to his corporate donors
and the Republican establishment’s
opposition? And if Republican
Senators block Trump’s labor nominee
for standing with unions, it will show
that the party’s support for workers is

OCCUPATIONAL
ACCIDENT COVERAGE
for Owner Operators
and 1099 Employees

all talk.”

The SEIU (Service Employees
International Union), the largest union
in Oregon, did not endorse DeRemer
for Congress. In a statement, SEIU
said, “SEIU in Oregon has had very
little experience working with Ms.
Chavez-DeRemer since she has
declined to engage directly with our
85,000 members. If she is successful
in her appointment to secretary of
labor, we look forward to her keeping
her campaign promises of supporting

Oregon’s unions and working
families.”
Chavez-DeRemer was the

mayor of Happy Valley, Oregon
before ascending to the House of
Representatives. She also ran a
healthcare business and founded a
network of medical clinics. She is the
daughter of a Teamster.
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All Eyes on Texas Supreme
Court Hearing on Werner
Nuclear Verdict

11 Eyes on Texas Supreme
Court Hearing on Werner
Nuclear Verdict

Many in the trucking industry are
following a case in the Texas Supreme
Court involving the nuclear verdict
against Werner Enterprises that held

@ January - March 2025

the company liable for $100 million
in damages because of a crash on an
icy Texas interstate ten years ago.

In 2014, a pickup truck driving
about 60 mph on Interstate 20 near
Odessa, Texas crossed a 42-foot
grass median and collided with a

Werner truck traveling in the opposite
direction, causing the death of a
seven-year-old boy and injuries to
three others. The driver of the truck
could not avoid the crash.

In the trial held in 2018, a jury ruled
that Werner was 70% responsible for

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



the death and injuries, the driver of the
pickup was 16% responsible and the
Werner driver was 14% responsible.
The $100 million verdict was one of
the largest in trucking history. The
award was upheld in 2023 by a Texas
court of appeals.

A recent verdict against a trucking
company that no longer exists topped
$125 million in damages in November
of last year. Nuclear verdicts have
been happening more often to trucking
companies. A nuclear verdict is when
a jury grants an award exceeding $10
million, often in personal injury or
wrongful death lawsuits.

In oral arguments, Werner attorney
Thomas Wright contended the jury
in the case “deviated from previous
rulings and for the first time has held
that a driver in his own lane, under
control of his vehicle, is liable when
somebody on the opposite side of an
interstate highway loses control, spins
out, crosses over a 30-foot median—
plus the shoulders—and runs in to the
driver in his own lane with no time to
react."

Werner has argued for ten years
that the driver was not responsible
and could do nothing about the death
of the young boy or the injuries to the
others. In the trial, however, attorneys
for the plaintiff argued the Werner
driver was going too fast, considering
the conditions.

The driver was going 50 mph, but
a National Weather Service Winter
Storm Warning on black ice had been
issued for I[-20. Attorneys argued
he should have been going no faster
than 15 mph. They further argued
the driver owed it to the family to go
slower or get off the road completely
given the conditions.

During arguments, Wright said,
"It's certainly foreseeable that
somebody in the next lane could
come into your lane, but you cannot
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realistically travel down the highway
in any kind of weather if you have
to anticipate that somebody might,
without warning, leave the interstate
lane 30 feet across. I mean, that's
why they built the interstate highway
system, to keep these cars separated,
and spin out and come into your lane
with less than two seconds for you to
react."”

Wright argued the Werner driver
only owed a legal responsibility to
the drivers in his own lane. He said
the driver “was driving less than the
speed limit. He was under control of
his truck” and there was no way he

could anticipate a car coming across
the median directly at his truck. He
had less than two seconds to react.

The American Trucking
Associations and the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce have argued the
decision was unfair. Some analysts
believe the verdict will be reversed,
especially since the court is made up
of mostly conservative Republicans
who usually side with business. If the
verdict stands, it could lead to motor
carriers implementing requirements
such as speed limiters for bad weather
conditions.
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A Second Trump Administration
Draws Praise from Trucking Industry

hile the nation as a whole
has a mixture of euphoria
and dread over the election

of Donald Trump as U.S. president,
trucking industry stakeholders had
mostly positive reactions to the outcome.
Trump is only the second president in
history to be elected again after being
defeated in his first reelection bid.

One area that will certainly change
with Trump’s election that will affect
trucking is in environmental regulation.
In its efforts to fight climate change,
President Joe Biden’s administration
had set in motion sweeping changes
to U.S. emissions standards and had
pushed adoption of electric trucks.

Trump is most certainly going
to roll back those regulations which
could lower costs for trucking firms.
His administration will curtail the
EPA’s planned third-phase heavy-duty
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greenhouse gas emissions standards
(GHGS3). He has also had very little good
to say about electric vehicles despite
Tesla mogul Elon Musk campaigning
for him.

Another area that could be helpful
for trucking is Trump’s plans for
tariffs. Tariffs will certainly spur short
term growth as retail shippers look to
fill warehouses with goods ahead of
tariff implementation. Long term is a
question, but if America makes more
goods at home as is the intended goal of
tariffs, trucks will be the way to move
those goods.

Yet another area that could change
is that the Federal Motor Carriers
Safety Administration (FMCSA) will
put the brakes on any discussions of
implementing speed limiters. The
agency has not yet put forth such a policy
but may have gone ahead with it during

another Democratic administration.

On labor, industry leaders are
hopeful, but may line up against
Trump’s current choice for Secretary
of Labor. Laura Chavez-DeRemer,
a former congresswoman from
Oregon, was one of only a handful of
Republican members of the House of
Representatives who supported the
PRO Act, which many have likened to
California’s AB 5 that drew widespread
criticism from trucking organizations.

Statement from ATA

American Trucking Associations
(ATA) President Chris Spear likes
Trump’s focus on a slower approach to
emissions standards.

In a statement, Spear said,
"President Trump made trucking a
priority throughout his first term and
partnered with us to enact policies that
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strengthened the supply chain, grew
the economy, and delivered for all
Americans.”

Spear also said, “His second term
offers an historic opportunity to build
upon that record and show why the
best approach to governing is one
paved by common sense. That begins
by replacing EPA's electric-truck rule
with national emission standards that
are technologically achievable and
account for the operational realities of
our essential industry."

Statement from OOIDA
Likewise, the Owner Operator
Independent  Drivers  Association

(OOIDA) applauded Trump’s election.

"OOIDA and the 150,000 small
business  truckers we  represent
congratulate Donald Trump and J.D.
Vance on their resounding victory,"
said OOIDA President Todd Spencer.

"We look forward to working
with the Trump Administration and
congressional allies to advance a
pro-trucker agenda, which includes
expanding truck parking, stopping
unworkable environmental mandates,
and preventing a dangerous speed
limiter mandate," continued Spencer.

Statement from TCA

The Truckload Carriers Association
also chimed in about Trump’s election,
saying in a statement, "Our nation
has spoken, and TCA congratulates
our 47th President Donald J Trump
on his decisive victory in the general
election.”

TCA furthersaid, "As an association,
we look forward to working with his
administration and the next Congress to
advance the priorities that our truckload
membership has identified as important
to keeping America moving.”

Fight Against Current EPA
Emissions Standards

During his first term, Trump
did fight some states, particularly
California, on emissions with mixed
results. Some analysts believe the move
toward low or zero emissions trucks
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is a genie already out of the lamp,
especially since many manufacturers
have pledged to continue lowering
emissions on their products.

Any move by the federal
government to roll back standards will
likely be met by state regulations such
as those put forth by the California Air
Resources Board. California’s state
government has already said it will
fight any mandates from the Trump
Administration on  environmental
regulations.
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In an interview before the election,
Michael Young, Daimler Truck North
America product marketing manager,
said, “Should the Administration
change, we’re likely to see changes on
the 2027 [EPA and GHG emissions]
rules, and some of those impacts, and
frankly, some of them are needed. But
if we do see the Administration change,
we could also see more states rushing
to adopt some of the different rules. So,
what route is better is a toss-up.”
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Transition to EVs Faces
Uncertain Future Under Trump

Transition to EVs Faces Uncertain
Future Under Trump

For the last four years, the Biden
Administration has sought to begin the
costly transition away from internal
combustion engines toward low and
zero emission vehicles. That effort may
be at an end as Donald Trump ascends
to the presidency again. Trump has
often criticized electric vehicles and
renewable energy.

Many of the initiatives put forth by

Biden will probably go away, including
the Environmental Protection Agency’s
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recently introduced final rule on
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Standards
for Heavy-Duty Vehicles Phase 3 that
sets much stronger standards to reduce
greenhouse emissions for big trucks by
2027.

As part of the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Bill, passed in 2022,
the federal government pledged to
build a series of charging stations for
EVs across the nation. Although those
efforts are well underway, they could
be stopped with a stroke of Trump’s
pen.

In addition, mandates for truck
companies to purchase more zero-
emission trucks could also be put to
an end. In California, the California
Air Resources Board (CARB)
Advanced Clean Cars II regulations
that impose next level low-emission
and zero-emission vehicle standards
for model years 2026-2035 could be
in peril, though California Governor
Gavin Newsom has said the state
would fight interference from a Trump
Administration in moving toward a
zero-emission future.
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Trump Team Weighs Plans to
Cancel Post Office EV Purchases

Postmaster General Louis DeJoy
testified in Congress that the USPS
(United States Postal Service) is in
bad need of new vehicles. As part of
that effort, USPS entered contracts
with both Oshkosh and Ford to
build 100,000 new electric trucks,
gas-powered vehicles and charging
stations.

Those contracts could be either
voided or renegotiated by the
incoming Trump  Administration
according to a report by Reuters.
Deloy, however, said he has not heard
anything from Trump on the matter.
Trump appointed DeJoy in 2020.

Oshkosh stock fell by 5% on the
news. In a statement in December,
Oshkosh said it had gotten excellent
reviews from mail carriers on its
new vehicles which include a mix
of conventional and battery-electric
trucks and vans.

"Oshkosh is fully committed to
our strong partnership with the USPS
and looks forward to continuing
to provide our postal carriers with
reliable, safe, and sustainable modern
delivery vehicles, even as USPS’
needs continue to evolve," the
company said.

In 2023, Congress gave the USPS
$3 billion for new vehicles and
charging stations as part of the effort
to fight climate change. The post
office planned to build one the largest
fleet of electric vehicles in the nation
by 2028. Oshkosh had been expected
to deliver 45,000 new vehicles with
14,000 charging stations provided by
Siemens, ChargePoint and Blink.

“We need vehicles. I have 100,000
vehicles I’'m buying. When I get done
with that, I have another 100,000 that
are way past their useful life,” DeJoy
told Bloomberg last month.

Trump Vows to End EV Tax Credit
Despite the presence of Tesla
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billionaire Elon Musk on the campaign
trail for Trump, the new administration
has already said it will end the $7,500
tax credit for the purchase of a new
EV. Other manufacturers have said
the credit keeps them competitive
and without it they would have to cut
production.

In fact, Musk indicated he
applauded the move, saying that
taking away the credits would actually
help Tesla. Analysts, however, predict
that without the subsidy, EVs will
drop in price potentially cutting into
Tesla profits.

Environmental organizations have
urged Trump not to end the credit.

The Zero Emission Transportation
Association (ZETA) asked Trump to
reconsider, saying the credits have
brought good jobs to places that voted
for Trump, including Ohio, Kentucky,
Michigan, and Georgia.

"If the United States is going to
continue to fight to bring those jobs
here and actually compete to win
against China, there needs to be a
demand signal, like the New Clean
Vehicle Tax Credit—aligned with
that goal, otherwise we would be
undercutting those investments and
hurting American job growth," said
ZETA Executive Director Al Gore.
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Daimler to Pump $285 Million into
Detroit Diesel Corp.

ast month, Daimler Truck
I North ~ America  (DTNA)

announced it will invest $285
million, supported by Michigan
state manufacturing incentives, to
modernize its Detroit Diesel Corp.
factory in Redford Township, 15 miles
from downtown Detroit.

Government  partners in  the
investment include the local Detroit
community, the Michigan Legislature,
and the  Michigan  Economic
Development Corporation (MEDC),
part of the state’s Critical Industry
Program.

According to the DTNA website,
the company’s plans include a
“Reinvestment in the  Internal
Combustion Engine (ICE) platform”
and an “Enhancement of Research and
Development (R&D) Facilities.”

The money would modernize and
ensure the plant continues to maintain
current production capacity. It would
also support ongoing innovation in
developing diesel engines that run
cleaner and are more fuel efficient.

Matt Pfaffenbach, vice president
of DTNA powertrain operations, said:
“Our Detroit Manufacturing Plant, with
its legacy of over 85 years in Michigan,
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stands as a testament to innovation and
progress. This expansion is about more
than just innovation; it’s about creating
job opportunities and upskilling our
workforce to meet the demands of
tomorrow’s technology, while helping
to stabilize the heavy-duty supply
chain.”

MEDC is a  public-private
partnership  that offers business
assistance and funding for projects
such as the modernization of the
DTNA plant. With a grant through
its Critical Industry Program, MEDC
will contribute $27.7 million to
modernization. Likewise, the Michigan
Strategic Fund will support the project
with $3.29 million.

“My thanks and congratulations
to Detroit Diesel Corporation for
their commitment to Michigan’s
hardworking mobility industry workers
employed at its Redford Township
facility,” said Quentin Messer, Jr.,
CEO of the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation, and chair of
the Michigan Strategic Fund Board.

Messner continued, “Michigan’s
workforce, supply chain, and R&D
strength in mobility are the best in
North America, and earning this project
further cements that leadership. Detroit

Diesel Corporation and companies like
it embody the ‘Make It In Michigan’
economic development strategy.”

The Detroit diesel plant, opened in
1938, builds engines and transmissions
for Freightliner, Western Star, and
Thomas Built Buses brand. The
reinvestment seems in part a reaction to
the potential of tariffs imposed by the
incoming Trump administration that
could affect DTNA’s manufacturing in
Mexico where it produces Freightliners.

“We have a lot of flexibility when
it comes to our production footprint,”
said Daimler Truck Holding AG
Chairwoman and CEO Karin Radstrom
during a recent investor conference
call. “There’s no single dependency on
a particular product in Mexico. We do
believe we are well positioned.”

Analysts anticipate that other
automakers will continue investments
in ICE technology despite the recent
march toward low and zero-emission
vehicles. Innovators are constantly
experimenting with different types
of fuels with alternatives such as
renewable diesel that many have argued
is a better avenue for commercial trucks
than a battery-electric future only.
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Battle Motors Opens Dealerships
in California Truck Centers

hio-based truck manufacturer
Battle Motors has expanded
into California in a

partnership with California Truck
Centers which will now act as a dealer
for the company’s trucks. The battle
produces diesel, CNG (compressed
natural gas), and EVs designed for
a variety of vocational applications
including refuse, recycling, and
middle- and last-mile deliveries.

“Expanding our dealer network
with California Truck Centers is a
strategic step in ensuring that more
businesses in Central and Northern
California have access to the
innovative and sustainable solutions
Battle Motors offers,” said Michael
Patterson, CEO of Battle Motors. “Its
longstanding reputation for customer
service and history in the trucking
industry makes them the ideal partner.”
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According to its website, Battle
Motors began in 1946 as the Crane
Carrier Company (CCC). They
modified and repurposed military
vehicles for construction and oil
extraction businesses. In 1990, CCC
merged with Hines Corporation,
eventually becoming Battle Motors.

The website says, “Battle Motors is
committed to accelerating the world's
transition to sustainable energy
through manufacturing the most
durable and performance-driven class
7 and 8 electric trucks.”

In 2022, Battle opened a larger
manufacturing  facility in New
Philadelphia, Ohio. The factory’s size
has increased from 125,000 sq. ft. to
325,000 sq. ft. Battle produces the
Striker and Raider brand trucks with
diesel, CNG, and electric capabilities.

California Truck Centers has
eight locations in Central and
Northern California, including
Fresno, Bakersfield, Oakland, and
Sacramento. They are authorized
dealers for Freightliner, Western Star,
RIZON, Isuzu Trucks, and now Battle
Motors.

The company was founded in 1930
as Fresno Trailer Company by P.L.,
Earl, and Roscoe Howard in Fresno.
Descendant Doug Howard is now
President of California Truck Centers
and two of his children are active in
the company.

According to the company
website, “Over the years, California
Truck Centers' dealerships have
won numerous sales and excellence
awards, including ATD, Business
Week National Dealer of the Year.”
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FMCSA Adds New Categories
to Crash Preventability
Determination Program

lans to provide trucking
companies with more
categories of crash types that

can be removed from their safety
scores are moving ahead in the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) as part of its Crash Prevention
Determination Program (CPDP).
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The CPDP allows motor carriers
and drivers to submit crashes for
evaluation to determine whether the
crashes were preventable or not. The
program started in 2020. It removes
crashes that are considered not
preventable from use in a carrier’s
Crash Indicator Behavior Analysis

and Safety Improvement Category
(BASIC) percentile ranking in the
Safety Measurement System (SMS).

In 2023, the FMCSA began the
process of changing some of the 16
existing crash types and adding four
more categories to expand the number
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of crashes they could look at for
preventability. The agency received
60 comments on its proposal which
mostly supported the changes. The
new categories tend to reward those
trucks that are outfitted with dash
cams.

The agency said, “FMCSA
proposes modifying existing crash
types to broaden eligibility, removing
the distinction between direct and
indirect strikes, and differentiating
some types for improved reporting
and use of the data to identify ways
to reduce crashes involving non-
motorists, in alignment with the
Department  of  Transportation's
National Roadway Safety Strategies.”

The CPDPallows carriers to petition
the agency for a non-preventable
determination for certain crashes. If
a crash is found non-preventable, this
will lower the carrier's BASIC score

and give a carrier a more accurate look
at a driver’s record. Both measures
could decrease insurance rates.

Crashes for review should be
reported to the FMCSA online DataQ
website and must include a police
accident report and other supporting
documents, photos, or videos. Dash
cam video would be very helpful in
identifying non-preventable crashes.

In a comment to the proposal,
the American Trucking Associations
(ATA) reminded the agency to “take
steps to ensure data privacy when
submitting  video evidence and
ensure that any video submissions
are permanently deleted after a

determination has been made.”

The four new crash types that can
be determined for preventability:

CMV (commercial motor vehicle)

struck on the side by another vehicle
operating in the same direction.

CMV struck because another
vehicle entered the roadway from a
private driveway or parking lot.

CMV  struck because another
vehicle lost control, with a specific
mention of the loss of control coming
from the Police Accident Report.

Any other type of crash involving
a CMV where a video proves the
sequence of events that led to the
crash.

“The eligible crash types listed are
less complex crash events that do not
require extensive expertise to review,”
FMCSA said. “Crash scenarios not
specifically listed as eligible may be
accepted to the program if a video
showing the sequence of the crash is
submitted with the request.”
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CARB Adds $34.9 Million to Fund
for Purchasing Zero-Emission Irucks

o continue California’s efforts
I to fight climate change, the
California Air Resources Board
(CARB) has added $34.9 million to its
fund to incentivize trucking companies
and owner-operators to continue
updating their fleets to electric, zero-
emission medium- and heavy-duty
electric vehicles (EVs) including
commercial trucks, buses, and other
equipment.

That money will now be part
of money already earmarked for
decarbonizing California trucking as
part of CARB’s 2024-2025 Funding
Plan for Clean  Transportation
Incentives. The state is also pledging to
retain its tax incentives for purchasing
an electric vehicle. Newly elected
President Trump has vowed to eliminate
the federal tax credit of $7,500 for EVs
and rescind the money set aside in
the 2022 Bipartisan Infrastructure Act
meant for EVs.

“The funding plan reflects the
key steps we need to take to advance
our clean air goals, which include
continued support of small businesses
that may face financial obstacles
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switching to zero-emission options,”
said CARB chair Liane Randolph.
“Reducing pollution means ensuring
that all Californians have access to the
cleanest technology options available.”

A majority of the money is meant
for businesses that are struggling to
update their trucks and fleets. CARB
has set a goal requiring all big trucks
and tractors to be zero-emission by
2039.

In 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom
signed an executive order that “calls on
the State to accelerate the deployment
of zero-emission technologies in the
transportation sector. This acceleration
aims to improve air quality and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
while ensuring long-term economic
resiliency.”

Major components of the plan
include:

$5 million for the Zero-Emission
Truck Loan Pilot project to help fleets
purchase  zero-emission medium-
and heavy-duty trucks. The project
is offered in partnership with the
California Energy Commission, which

provides loan support for charging
and other zero-emission fueling
infrastructure.

$14.97 million for the Innovative
Small eFleet Pilot Project, which
provides vouchers for medium-
and heavy-duty vehicles for small
businesses and other organizations with
20 or fewer vehicles.

$14.97 million for the Clean Off-
Road Equipment Project that helps
businesses purchase zero-emission off-
road equipment such as forklifts and
cargo loaders.

Analysts, however, claim that
California is not doing enough to help
small fleets and independent operators
in purchasing equipment. Many in the
trucking industry argue that the goals
promoted by CARB are not realistic
and that the cost will be too high. The
American Transportation Research
Institute has estimated that transitioning
to EVs will cost the trucking sector $1
trillion for new trucks and charging
infrastructure.
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Logistics Pricing Continues to Climb
According to November Report

fter rising at its fastest rate for
the last two years in October,
the Logistics Managers Index

(LMI) came in slightly down in the
November report. The numbers still
represent twelve consecutive months
of growth.

The LMI score is produced by a
group of supply chain researchers
from various universities across the
nation. It is a combination of eight
unique components that make up the
logistics industry, including inventory
levels and costs, warehousing
capacity, utilization, and prices, and
transportation capacity, utilization, and
prices.

The November index was at 58.4,
down 0.5 from October, but still up
9 points from a year ago. October
numbers represented the highest rate
expansion at 58.9 since September
2022. A reading of above 50 indicates
there is expansion in the sector while
under 50 reflects contraction.
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According to the LMI, “Growth has
been highly consistent over the past
three months, with the overall index
reading in at 58.6, 58.9, and 58.4 in
September, October, and November.
This consistency is further evidence for
the thesis that the logistics industry has
been expanding at a steady, sustainable
pace. The overall index is up 9.0 points
from this time a year ago.”

The LMI registered a 52.6 reading
for transportation capacity during the
month. That was up 1.7 percentage
points from October. Transportation
utilization (60.5) went up less than
a point while transportation pricing
(63.8) remained near October’s two-
year high.

Diesel prices, however, were
about 2% lower than in October.
Transportation prices have remained
inflationary in every month of 2024
except April, according to the report.
The report also said that wages have
been growing at a faster rate than
inflation, leading to more consumer

confidence and a belief that the end of
the year numbers will be even better.

“The belief by both small and large
firms that the economy will be strong in
Q4 seems to be affirmed by the strong
Thanksgiving to Cyber Monday, also
known as “Cyber Week”, sales, as well
as the consumer activity that preceded
it. Consumer spending in October was
0.8% higher than in September and up
2.8% year-over-year,” said the report.

The report indicated that inventory
levels were down 3.3 points but are
normal to the holiday season. Smaller
firms added inventory while larger
companies stayed about the same.

The report said, “Overall Inventory
Levels are lower because there is less
inventory in the system than there was
in October, but costs are higher because
a greater percentage of the inventory
that remains is being held by retailers
where costs are often higher due to
their location closer to consumers.”

www.punjabitruckingusa.com
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We hold a trusted reputation from our
clients by solving their complex trucking
and supply chain logistics issues.
Personalized Transportation Solutions
Competitive Pricing
Warehouse Solutions

865 E Roth Rd., French Camp, CA

www.sunrisetruckinginc.com sunriselathrop@sunrisetruckinginc.com

If you want to be featured on the
Punjabi Trucking Magazine or
Punjabi Trucking 360 Podcast or
Raman Dhillon Show

Please contact us, info@ramandhillonshow.com or text us at 559-701-8000

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
- Print Magazine Advertisement

- Punjabi Trucking Magazine's
Website Advertisement

- Punjabi Trucking 360 Podcasts
Advertisement

- Translations
- Graphic Design
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California to Repeal Polluting Trucks,
Other Clean Air Regulations Ahead of
Upcoming Trump’s Administration

alifornia has decided

to repeal laws aimed at

eliminating  trucks  and
requiring clean motorcycles as the
Trump administration is unlikely
to allow trucks in the state.  State
officials have long viewed the
regulations as necessary to clean
up California’s heavy pollution and
combat climate change. The move

@ January - March 2025

comes after the Biden administration
recently approved a request from the
California Air Resources Board to
phase out new vehicles by 2035, but
has yet to approve exemptions for
four other diesel models arriving in
the state. President Donald J. Trump
has threatened to roll back or defy all
zero-emission vehicle laws and other
clean air standards in California. By

dropping the request for EPA approval,
the Newsom administration returned
the favor as Trump rewrote the law
for his new term.
dropped pending waiver and permit
requests that EPA has not yet acted
on,” Air Quality Commissioner Liane
Randolph said in a statement. “While
we are disappointed that the EPA
has not acted on all of the requests,

“California has

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



the request was timely, but it is an
important step given the uncertainty
created by the new administration’s
past attacks on California’s public
health and climate protection plans
and the signs that it will oppose those
plans.

Environmentalists are concerned
that the move will put communities
at risk and disrupt vital services.
California’s Advanced Clean Fleet
Act, which aims to phase out diesel
trucks, is one of the most significant
and controversial laws the state has
enacted in recent years to reduce
emissions of harmful and greenhouse
gases. The bill would end the sale of
new gas-powered trucks by 2036 and
require major trucking companies to
convert their medium- and heavy-
duty vehicles to electric or hydrogen-
powered trucks by 2042. Trucking
companies have sued the state to
block the law, saying large-scale
electric and hydrogen-powered trucks
are unsuitable for many applications

and would hurt the state’s economy.
In addition, the state rolled back
three other measures, including those
regulating pollution from diesel
generators, commercial vessels, and
household engines carried on trucks
and trains.  Under the locomotive
law, which takes effect in 2030,
only locomotives older than 23 will
be allowed in California, as long
as they do not pollute. The law also
limits the amount of time they can sit
idle. People living in communities
where trains are located have long
complained that the fumes from trains
and trains make them sick. Railroads
say zero-emission locomotive
technology is not yet available, so
the rule is “unsustainable” and would
lead to premature retirement of
existing equipment, disrupting freight
transportation.

More than half a century ago,
Congress gave California special
authority under the Clean Air Act to
set strict emissions standards for cars,

trucks, and other vehicles to combat
the major problem of smog. However,
the federal EPA must grant California
an exemption to use these measures.
The Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has been granting exemptions to
California for decades. Initially, it was
denied only in 2008 for a law setting
greenhouse gas emission standards
for cars, but that decision was quickly
withdrawn and the exemption was
granted. But when Trump finally took
office, his administration enacted a
tougher policy on special case states,
one of the biggest controversies of the
early Trump administration. In 2022,
the Biden administration reversed
those efforts. California air quality
workers have been waiting for years
for Biden’s EPA administration to
approve the final four rules, hoping
time wouldn’t run out. But the EPA
didn’t act in time. Randolph told
CalMatters that the EPA had notified
California that it didn’t have time to
complete the four exemptions, and
that’s why the airship was removed.

Come join the
Singh Financing
Family
Today!

Sharan Paul

www.punjabitruckingusa.com

INVOICE FACTORING

Y 10206 Fairbanks N. Houston Rd.

Houston, TX 77064

WE FUND. YOU GROW.

(832) 604-6905

info@singhfinancing.com

Ask about our referral program

www.singhfinancing.com
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Lion Electric Lays Off Workers, Sells
Quebec Innovation Center to Cover Debt

ecause of slumping sales and
B previous debt, Quebec, Canada-

based Lion Electric zero-
emissions bus and truck manufacturer
recently laid off 400 employees while
suspending production at its Joliet,
Illinois bus manufacturing plant
and has sold its innovation center in
Mirabel, Quebec.

The company indicated the new
layoffs were temporary, but they
follow layoffs of approximately 370
employees over the last year. Lion
now has 300 employees left to work
in its Joliet plant and battery plant in
Quebec, including sales, deliveries, and
customer service.

In 2023, Lion’s 900,000 square-
foot Joliet factory opened amid
much fanfare. It is the largest all-
electric medium- and heavy-duty
vehicle assembly plant in the U.S. At
full capacity, the plant is capable of
producing 20,000 electric vehicles a
year.

Now, in an attempt to remain in
business, the company has sold the
60,000-square-foot innovation center
which sits next to its 175,000 square-
foot battery production Gigafactory in
Mirabel. Aéroport de Montreal bought
the center for $35.3 million.

@ January - March 2025

Lion said funds from the sale of
the facility would be used for partial
repayment of senior secured non-
convertible debentures issued in 2023,
reducing its long-term debts. The
debentures were issued to a group
of investors which include Canadian
real estate developer and manager
Mach Groupe and the Mirella & Lino
Saputo Foundation. A debenture is an
unsecured loan certificate issued by a
company and backed by general credit
rather than by specified assets.

Lion Electric is a North American
leader in electric transportation and
designs. Before the shutdown, it built
and assembled many of its vehicles'
components, including chassis, battery
packs, truck cabins and bus bodies at its
Joliet factory. The company produces
yellow school buses, public transit
buses, semi-trucks, bucket trucks, and
garbage trucks.

The company’s buses include
the Lion 360, LionC, and the LionM
Minibus. In 2018, the future looked
bright as Lion was considered the one
of the top electric bus manufacturers in
North America and had deployed more
than 150 all-electric buses in California,
New York, and New Jersey. In recent
years, however, other companies have

eclipsed Lion.

Macon, Georgia-based Blue Bird
Corporation now appears to be the
leader in the field having received an
order of 180 zero-emission buses last
year for the L.A. Unified School District
which has made it a goal to have fully
zero-emission buses by 2040.

Last year, Lion unveiled its Lion5
medium-duty truck at the Advanced
Clean Transportation Expo. The
cabover model was set to enter
production by the end of last year.
The truck offers a driving range of up
to 200 miles and a maximum payload
of 12,500 pounds. It is unclear what
the current status of the Lion5 is with
recent layoff announcements.

Sales at Lion were down in Q3 of
last year as the company sold only 89
vehicles compared to 245 in Q3 of
2023. The company cited the timing of
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
clean bus program awards and delays in
customer subsidies under the Canadian
Zero Emission Transit Fund program.
Lion received $38 million last January
from the EPA program, but that money
has dried up and will probably remain
that way under an incoming Trump
administration.

www.punjabitruckingusa.com
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Hyundai Launches fleet of
FCEVs In Georgia

astmonth, 21 Hyundai XCIENT
I heavy-duty hydrogen fuel-cell
electric trucks hit the road in
Georgia transporting parts from around
the region to the Hyundai Motor Group
Metaplant America (HMGMA). The
launch is in cooperation with Hyundai
subsidiary 3PL Glovis America.

The 21 XCIENT vehicles represent
more than one-third of the Glovis
America truck fleet at HMGMA. The
trucks have a range of approximately
250 miles.

The HMGMA is located in the eastern
part of Georgia near the seaport of
Savannah. It is the first dedicated
Hyundai Motor Group electric vehicle
mass production plant in America.
The new plant was estimated to
provide 8,500 jobs and $7.59 billion in
investment in the region.

At the time of the announcement
of the plant, Hyundai Motor Group
Executive Chair Euisun Chung said,
"As one of the world's most successful
and advanced mobility leaders, we are
incredibly proud to share our plan to
open our first dedicated full EV and
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battery manufacturing facilities in the
u.s.”

Chung continued, “The U.S. has always
held an important place in the Group's
global strategy, and we are excited to
partner with the State of Georgia to
achieve our shared goal of electrified
mobility and sustainability in the U.S."

According to the U.S. Department of
Energy, “Fuel cell electric vehicles
(FCEVs) are powered by hydrogen.
They are more efficient than
conventional internal  combustion
engine vehicles and produce no
harmful tailpipe emissions—they
only emit water vapor and warm air.
FCEVs and the hydrogen infrastructure
to fuel them are in the early stages of
implementation.”

A hydrogen production and refueling
station is under development for the
plant and will be announced at a later
date.

"We are committed to creating
sustainable transportation solutions,”
said Oscar Kwon, CEO of Hyundai
Motor Group Metaplant America.

“Our Hyundai XCIENT hydrogen fuel-
cell trucks that support the Metaplant
release zero emissions and offer a
cleaner alternative to the traditional
freight logistics methods used at other
manufacturing facilities.”

In early 2024 Hyundai announced
the formation of HTWO (the initials
corresponds to H2, the hydrogen
molecule and to the partnership of
hydrogen and humanity), its new
hydrogen business brand consisting of
the group's businesses and affiliates that
facilitates each stage of the hydrogen
value chain, from production and
storage to transportation and utilization.

"HMGMA's deployment of XCIENT
for logistics and operations is one
of the main initiatives of HTWO,"
said Jim Park, senior vice president
of commercial vehicle and hydrogen
business development for Hyundai
Motor North America. "This is
delivering on our strategy and vision
to showcase a closed-loop hydrogen
logistics ecosystem and improve
the environmental sustainability of
manufacturing operations."

www.punjabitruckingusa.com
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Volvo and DHL to Move Freight with
Driverless Trucks in Texas

ast month, Volvo Autonomous
I Systems (VAS), who two years

ago teamed with Uber Freight to
test pilot carrying goods with driverless
vehicles on U.S. highways, has now
partnered with DHL Supply Chain to
run autonomous trucks on two routes
in Texas, Dallas to Houston and Fort
Worth to El Paso.

VAS trucks, powered by the Aurora
Driver technology with a safety driver
aboard, are already moving goods on
the 250-mile journey from Dallas to
Houston. The companies will soon add a
second route of 600 miles between Fort
Worth and El Paso.

The VAS website said, “The start
of operations marks a critical phase in
validating the full ecosystem required
for autonomous transport at scale. At
this stage, a safety driver will be present
to monitor performance and ensure
seamless integration into existing
logistic networks.”

Pittsburgh-based Aurora Innovation
Inc., whose principal owner is Uber,
produces an autonomous system that is
equipped with state-of-the-art sensors,
including  high-resolution  cameras,
imaging radar, and proprietary long-

@ January - March 2025

range lidar (radar using lasers) that
allows for autonomous operations at
highway speeds.

Aurora has faced competition
in developing driverless systems,
including now-defunct Embark, Kodiak
Robotics, and Torc Robotics. Kodiak is
moving freight with autonomous Class
8 trucks on private roads in Texas and
New Mexico without a driver.

Bonn, Germany-based DHL Supply
Chain has teamed with several partners
in the U.S. in places such as Georgia and
Texas. It partners with Toyota Motors
North America across Arizona, New
Mexico, Nevada, Colorado, Texas, and
Utah.

On the VAS website, Jim
Monkmeyer, President of Transportation
for DHL Supply Chain North America,
said, “Autonomy is a key enabler in
advancing the digital transformation
across the logistics sector by providing
reliable long-haul capacity. Our long-
standing partnership with Volvo has
been instrumental in aligning their
autonomous transport solutions with our
24/7 operational demands.”

Sasko Cuklev, Head of On-Road

Solutionsat VolvoAutonomous Solutions
said, “Early adopters play a pivotal role
in accelerating the deployment and
acceptance of autonomous technology,
enabling us to validate both safety
and operational performance. Our
collaboration with DHL Supply Chain
exemplifies the potential of autonomy as
a complementary mode of transport that
increases freight capacity and optimizes
supply chain efficiencies.”

Last year, VAS launched a VNL
Class 8 truck, which the company
says will serve as the pilot vehicle for
battery electric and hydrogen-powered
trucks. It will also be outfitted with
autonomous technologies. VAS has built
25 “first batch” trucks with autonomous
hardware from Aurora, and four Aurora
hubs are ready to go into action in
Dallas/Fort Worth and El Paso.

The VAS website continues, “The
autonomous transport solution offered
by Volvo Autonomous Solutions
includes a vehicle purpose-built for
autonomous driving, a virtual driver,
required  infrastructure, operations
and uptime support as well as a cloud
solution that controls the transport
system and manages logistics flows.”
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Trucking Crimes Across the Nation

Two Canadian Truckers Charged
with Transporting Cocaine in Illinois

During an inspection of a Volvo
tractor-trailer on Interstate 80 in
western Illinois near the Towa border,
Illinois State Police (ISP) discovered
1,146 pounds of cocaine in the trailer,
resulting in the arrest of 36-year-
old Manpreet Singh and 26-year-old
Vanshpreet Singh, both Canadian
citizens.

The men were charged with
Possession of Cocaine, Possession with
Intent to Deliver Cocaine, and Cocaine
Trafficking, which are considered
Ilinois Class X felonies with a potential
sentence of six to thirty years in prison.

The arrest occurred last November
in the afternoon after ISP officers from
the Blackhawk Area Task Force noticed
several incriminating circumstances.
The ensuing search led to the discovery
of the drugs that have an estimated
street value of over $40 million.

“ISP’s  coordinated focus on
trafficking is helping keep dangerous
drugs out of our communities,” said
ISP Director Brendan F. Kelly. “From
commercial motor vehicle inspections
to daily patrol, to targeted anti-violence
and trafficking details, ISP is making
communities safer.”

Truck Company Owner Indicted for
Fraud

A federal grand jury has indicted
the owner of a Kentucky trucking
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company on charges of filing a false
insurance claim for a damaged trailer
and later using a different trailer he did
not own as collateral for a bank loan.

Derrick Whitt, who operates Silver
Eagle Express LLC and The Silverado
Group LLC of West Liberty, Ky., was
charged with wire fraud and bank fraud
because he filed a claim on a trailer
damaged in a fire when his company
only held liability insurance and the
policy didn’t cover the fire damage.

The insurance company
inadvertently paid Silver Eagle $42,162
plus other damages on the fraudulent
claim. Whitt also allegedly committed
bank fraud when he received $26,756
after using another trailer he didn’t own
as collateral for a loan.

Whitt denied the charges, claiming
the equipment belonged to his late
father. Wire fraud is punishable by
up to 20 years in federal prison while
bank fraud carries a potential 30-year
sentence.

CPC Unit Thefts Rising Across U.S.

A Tucson, Arizona trucking
company was the victim of thieves
stealing CPC units from its trucks.
After taking a holiday break for
Thanksgiving, Tucson Transport Inc.
owner Russell Pratt returned to the
news that eleven of his trucks had their
CPU units and other parts stolen.

“My first instinct was ‘I can’t
survive this.” If you look around my
yard, every truck is sitting,” Platt told
Channel 13 News of Tucson.

A CPC unit is the common
powertrain controller module of a
semi-truck and is more valuable than
a catalytic converter, which is also a
common item stolen from vehicles.
Thieves will smash windows and
damage dashboards in the process of
taking the CPC.

According to the trucking insurance
company Owner Operator Direct, “The
skyrocketing theft of these components
is being blamed on the ongoing global
shortage of microchips. There’s a lack
of availability of the chips used inside
the CPCs and replacement modules
are on backorder. As a result, used
modules are in high demand on the
black market and currently range from
$4,000 to $8,000, although the list
price for a new unit is only $1,400-
$1,600. Reprogramming the used
module allows the units to work in
other trucks.”

“For someone to feel that it’s OK
to come in and steal from my family,
and when I say my family, I’'m talking
about my mechanics, my drivers, my
office personnel, that’s a ripple effect
that hurts all of us,” Platt said.
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® & One Window 5mart TMS

Your Fleet

Cannot Grow .« |
Without The Rlaht
Technol6 1
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Get A Cloud-TMS

That Puts You In Total Control
& Helps You GROW

» Easy-To-Use » Offshore Friendly
» Cost Effective e« 100% Data Privacy

Broker Load

Compliance &
Module

s Dispatching Maintenance

b )

< s~ 3 Invoicing * ®

NS Load Tracking
Reporting . ’ ~
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~ Load
Sourcing

Driver
g2, Settlements

Helping Trucking Companies Like Yours
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@ January - March 2025 www.punjabitruckingusa.com




er 50,000 Par
st Popular MU 2ks

' ﬁn |ﬂ

USA DISTRIBUTION CENTERS
Monroe Twp, New Jersey  Ontario, California T@MMMM

Duncanville, Texas New Lenox, lllinois
MOVING

CANADA DISTRIBUTION CENTERS
Brampton, Ontario Edmonton, Alberta
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