P U N l A B I Vol .8 Issue 3, July - September 2025

|

New Immigration I;golicie?
Will Sideline Drivers and
D‘ecre@e‘Capaci‘y,



‘

For Franchise Opportunity, please email us at info@DrugTestingSites.com

e

(Over 10,000 Locations in USA)

CORPORATE OFFICE:
143 Darcy Parkway, 209-417-6300

Lathrop, CA 95330 Lathrop@DrugTestingSites.com
DRUG TESTING

SACRAMENTO, CA BAKERSFIELD, CA GREENWOOD, IN SNOHOMISH,WA
4237 S Market Ct Ste D 8500 Harris Rd Unit D 98 S Park Blvd Building 2 16027 Broadway Ave,
Sacramento, CA 95834 Bakersfield, CA 93311 Greenwood, ID 46143 Snohomish WA 98296
916-270-6300 661-833-3700 317-900-1515 (206) 960-5854

natomas@drugtestingsites.com BFL@DrugTestingSites.com  info2@TheDriverServices.com  SEA@DrugTestingSites.com

Prime DQ Files for all your driver hiring needs. www.PrimeDQ
driver hiring software suite. Pull PSP & MVR reports with in the

COMING SOON: Fresno, CA



Golden State Peterbilt

FRESNO PORTERVILLE BAKERSFIELD
4390 SOUTH BAGLEY, AVE. 15243 ROAD 192 1450 SOUTH UNION AVE.
FRESNO, CA 93725 PORTERVILLE, CA 93257 BAKERSFIELD, CA 93307
TEL (800) 462-1863 TEL (800) 421-0117 TEL (800) 936-4567

2024 PETERBILT 389 2024 PETERBILT 579 2024 PETERBILT 579
Day Cab 44" Low Roof Sleeper Ultraloft 80" Sleeper
X15, 525 HP, 6 Spd, X15, 500 HP 12 Spd, MX-13, 485 HP, 244” WB,
Air Trac Susp, 12.5K FA, 23K RA 13.2 KFA, 40 K RA
14.6K FA, 46K RA Stk# 679509 1,607 miles
Stk# 679379 Call for Pricing Stk# 600945
Call for Pricing $179,950

Join us in Welcoming our New
Truck Sales Finance Manager

Simranjit “Sim” Singh

Sim comes to us with 18 years of
experience in the transportation industry
and 3 years in commercial
equipment finance.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Raman S. Dhillon

TRUCKINGIN 2025 —-CAUGHTBETWEEN RISING COSTS

AND RISING EXPECTATIONS

As we hit the midpoint of 2025, the North American
trucking industry finds itself at a critical crossroads.
While the highways remain busy, the business of trucking
has never been more complicated. From skyrocketing
insurance premiums to regulatory overhauls and
unpredictable freight markets, truckers are being asked
to do more with less, all while keeping America’s supply
chain moving.

In recent months, truckers have faced a series of
financial pressures. States like New Jersey have
doubled minimum liability insurance requirements,
raising premiums at atime when freight rates are already
depressed. Meanwhile, fuel prices remain volatile, and
the costs of trucks, trailers, and repairs are climbing due
to both tariffs and inflation. For small fleets and owner-
operators, the margin for error has never been smaller.
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Driver shortages are still a topic of discussion, but in
the spot market, many drivers are struggling to find
profitable loads. Adding to the tension is the presence
of unlicensed or undocumented drivers operating
through loopholes, further distorting the freight market
and raising safety concerns.

The trucking community is resilient, but the challenges in
2025 are more than just economic cycles — they reflect
a fundamental shift in how transportation is regulated,
priced, and enforced. Now more than ever, it's crucial for
drivers, fleet owners, and industry advocates to speak
up in the halls of government and demand policies that
balance safety, sustainability, and business survival.
America moves on trucks. It's time for the country to
move forward with trucking, not against it.
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AXESTRACK

Turn fleet headaches into smooth hauls.
One System does the thinking.

i |

Operational hiccups Data black holes Invisible costs
that snowball swallowing your hiding in
into delays efficiency disconnected systems

* Intelligent management of truck and trailer
* No juggling apps or systems — just one screen
« Know what’s happening on the road, anytime

Five apps. Thirty Excel tabs. Endless chaos.
ONE SYSTEM ends it.

Take control with One System.

e.
‘% Contact Us

@ +1302-302-1620 PA sales@axestrack.com @ www.axestrack.com

www.punjabitruckingusa.com July - September 2025 a



st ferigEs aiShit: 33Eied

N

a -
7~;|\3'|‘E':5 Jdadl,

giehrt »3 23U yaAs © “Ts faar
ﬁ@mmw”éwwm

(tightening capaicty) €7 IJ6 =& ©F
e T W%mm@ﬁ
Ut (ELP) 73 © ydu, 7 #s
fe?wzr% far faBdes s 3
FreEnt wet <oy S
%Wﬁm&, 29 SIEEdt M3
Jg It & wedt fasst T a9s
TS | WHIST @ 9% 3JEted feg
HAFAT 20% YIHN TS |

3 ﬁrﬂ? =3e et (Great Frieght
Recesison) faa‘f e I, fARd 2022
& ganr3 5f HdlaEr § YIS Si3T
Sfenr 3, 7e° AUSTE 95 it Hart

3 TS YUSII © feeog & eJ¢

wiggfeerAgT & 397 J9 fe 3T AT

e July - September 2025

AHI g7 W4

w3 FoAla feg for Aacg feg
grz’iwrrufawa”rm 9,000

ICE THc W3 &Hdddl ded HHS
J6 |

g ot & 37 F9arl IHIHMS
Ta® AeSt m&TER (Commercial
Vehicle Safety Alliance) €7 &=t &G,
7 iagwt Ho93 T 2Rt fR9 3% 9T
3, f8camee aHIEM® SIEead
W‘FEHW(CDL)W@T%PE&%?

ACHS' '3 ®dads M3 d9-feeH
(non-doimicled) CDL AHtfamret =r
AOHET JI< I3 |

A YT 95 7 feg weist gegar
fa 993 A9 Yot 39Eed AT 3
99 J 7| fegst o9 THE I

HIE i3 sugact fe g sadismit:
5 foar fa€dte® fas wae, HR.
1, "ds fes )?IB(FﬁB(” (Remian in
Mexico) 33T & TT® 6 BT T3

N o

m®e FITT J, WA 3fd3 "IE Hae

yIar| feg @Fﬂﬁ"&s JTBT (expedlted
removal) & =93 = fermsg a@er

40,000 3 60,000 T T FI AIT
I AR, u—cra"T gou A Tyt
éﬂ"’mrrs’wrréwm"r 7 WIAT ¢
aﬁ?waﬁw@?aﬁww
&UJIeT (owner-operators) I IS, 31

IIY FT-HEEI He Ie fenast HHs
Jo 1 HR. 1 Uld‘é'd' ?)_ thH'd EGIe)

'%WW@W@?%M%

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



dmt: s forigms-Aefus viowt
SRt fT9 HI3=YIs T T yAS®
q9eT I Beadat o9 AT wigdmit
FE $1,000 & A, SUIIT Yoes
FAC<H (TPS) & $500 = StH, w3
Féat AEEl faet (s T9w) @
Afest & feerfaz ag9s & $1,500
o S A I8 |

Yedes ASCH Tgdl, M3 HIE Hae
Trfenit Bt feHusTeR'e viEgetarme
W(EADs)HWU e 3R
T3S 3T 'T FHHT BT 9L, 7 AT
39 5f4o,0005r80,0005’3@1—@6T
HH® T& 1 EADs '3 {5989 9¢ 76 |
UBST &7 F96 '3 YST AH $4,473 3
T FIHST HTHS J |

I(O-|3

¥gg fsurgene @ nigHs J
mHdar fe'g w@-we 700,000 Y=THT
3IERT Ts, w3 Hifggr = Jfaer

J fx feo fassdt we 3 faffx =<
THE M3 HeI-Buded midAg feast
nidfanit fe'g daes sdt uBe|

ot feF, fa® a95 50,000 3
100,000 3Ietedt T ysrfes Jdz =t
ST 31 »E3 &9, nidtar feg
yITH 39Etedt g9 & fem 39 ©
foOH 99 U6, U9 WA @3t ot IHT
a96 fegat Iéat § aHanie™ 3T

e faor T

(3K}

HR. 1 3 &<t UAT Aull nifdaramit
T yorht § sugde d96 M3 ©F
W%ﬁwamw
&% <UT 22dr| ICE a% 2025-2026
feg $37 fadnis J=ar, 7 T
dhnft I AT 5% T3 IAC J|

Yo & satee o foed )
w—a@aﬂwm fegst fo9 v Ta:

Jg-fe=rt eum: dig-fe=THT CDL
g FMCSA mtftr, & ferfiqms
UTHST @TdT et aret I, 5,000 3
10,000 feeHt sgetest § aH 3 Ter
Aeret J, HY 39 '3 AIHS »i3 A&3T
Ed

J9 ugEii: ICE niffse, & H.R.
1 < FTIATS 3T 9T AHIES
s, 8,000 3 12,000 EADW%’
éd't‘lfe‘d' Ec]' I()Lglo(:il § 33( Ha«—:’ do,
TS|

AJO©l BUEIs: JEle efsdr &
g A9l HIfunr & 390 ¥
FIET I M3 TGt IS 2,000 33,000
ITEtedt F AHIET ¥ SAAG w7
IS F&dT |

fTrsRat »ieAS, YAAS © ©H
ﬁwfwwaﬁ@zm@%’aw
e Jear, »3 fem &% =g
Ig=Itnit, ¥R 39 '3 faBfx faemat
w3 fugt & T 370 Sl yusag
TS 3 TnfET I3 IR <foe 3
ufg®st nmus vfga8Rt fe g W =7
339 Az I BT g I fx =t
HOHSt ¥ 9 Tt Bt wat '3
IUR T A I51 fEg Saniat

v v D

d AIIE UT W3 HI 3YIs It '3

email: bigrigtiresandalignment@gmail.com

Vomx” VAT BRIDGESTONE 2 YOKOHAMA

«I[(TYRE)
FREE Truck & Trailer Repairs & Alignment

ALIGNMENT & Shocks - Brakes - New & Used Tires

INSTALLATION | GALL : 999-903-9999

OF 10 TIRES

*PURCHASE OF 10 TIRES IS MUST. CONDITIONS APPLY

¢ NN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN BN

Y mm----

2881E Jensen Ave. Fresno CA 93706

July - September 2025 ()

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



New Immigration Policies Will Sideline
Drivers and Decrease Capacity

ecent driver layoffs and
potential changes caused by
the passage of the Trump

administration’s “One Big Beautiful
Bill Act” are expected to cause
tightening capacity in the trucking
sector.

Provisions in the administration’s
English Language Proficiency (ELP)
mandate, which took effect in June,
combined with more funding for
immigration crackdowns from the Big
Beautiful Bill, will cause a dwindling
number of truck drivers and other
workers. Immigrants make up about
20% of America’s driver pool.

Some analysts predict the lack
of driver availability will cause a
crunch on capacity and send freight
rates soaring. An uptick in rates could
trigger the end of what has been called
the Great Freight Recession which has

@ July - September 2025

plagued the U.S. since early 2022 when
supply chain demands and changing
consumer behavior cratered the freight
economy.

Layoffs across the sector in the U.S.
and Mexico, announced in June, have
already sidelined nearly 9,000 freight-
related employees, and immigration
roundups are expected to decrease
the number of available drivers
and warehouse workers. The new
legislation allocates about $170 billion
for immigration enforcement, including
more ICE agents and detention centers.

In addition, the ELP mandate will
accelerate the capacity tightening. The
Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance’s
new rule to put drivers failing English
proficiency tests out of service could
cause 40,000 to 60,000 fewer interstate
commercial driver’s license (CDL)
holders. Immigrants from Mexico,

Eastern Europe, or South Asia, who
often drive for smaller fleets or are
owner-operators, face enforcement at
weigh stations and non-domiciled CDL
reviews.

The Big Beautiful Bill has several
provisions that will ensure many
immigrant drivers will be off the road.
These include:

Changes to Asylum and Detention:
The One Big Beautiful Bill Act, H.R.
1, allocates funding to reinstate the
"Remain in Mexico" policy, requiring
asylum seekers to wait in Mexico while
their claims are processed. It expands
the use of expedited removal, allowing
for faster deportation of specific
individuals, including those deemed
inadmissible on criminal or security
grounds. H.R. 1 removes prior limits
on detaining families and significantly
increases overall detention capacity for

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



immigrants.

Fees: The bill proposes significant
increases to  immigration-related
application fees. Examples include a
$1,000 fee for asylum applications,
a $500 fee for Temporary Protected
Status (TPS), and a $1,500 fee for
adjusting status to lawful permanent
resident (green card).

Immigration  Protected  Status
Ends: HR. 1 ends parole programs
for several groups, including Cubans,
Haitians, Nicaraguans, Venezuelans,
and Ukrainians.

Other Restrictions: The bill blocks
Employment Authorization Documents
(EADs) for parolees, Temporary
Protected Status holders, and asylum
seekers unless legally mandated,
potentially affecting 40,000 to 80,000
drivers, including parolees, who rely
on EADs. Non-compliance includes
penalties up to $4,473 per worker.

The Labor Department estimates

there are at least 700,000 immigrant
drivers in the U.S, and experts say this
number is low because small fleets and
owner-operators often don’t contribute
to these statistics.

Of those, the bill is expected to
sideline between 50,000 and 100,000
drivers. In the past, the U.S. has had
similar rules regarding immigrant
drivers, but far too often, the laws have
been ignored due to a lack of funding.

New money from H.R. 1 will
dramatically increase the ability of
federal officers to detain and deport
immigrants. ICE will have $37 billion
in 2025-2026, a larger budget than
many of the world’s militaries.

Other  Trump  Administration
policies toward immigrants will also
decrease the driver pool. These include:

Non-Domiciled CDLs: An FMCSA
review of non-domiciled CDLs, driven
by immigration compliance, may bench
5,000 to 10,000 foreign drivers, mainly

from Mexico and Canada.

Other Restrictions: ICE audits,
backed by H.R. 1’s enforcement funds,
could deter hiring of 8,000 to 12,000
EAD-dependent drivers, as fleets avoid
penalties.

Border Enforcement: Placing a
priority on border security instead of
highway funding tightens immigration
checks at weigh stations and will lead
to a loss of 2,000 to 3,000 drivers’
worth of capacity through delays.

According to analysts, a side
effect of the administration’s zeal for
deportations will be to make it hard for
shippers to find capacity, and this will
raise rates, especially since retailers
and shippers have stockpiled their
warehouses ahead of promised tariffs
on a wide variety of consumer items.

Data suggests that rates could return
to pandemic-era highs. This will give
carriers plenty of options on cross-
border and high-profile routes.

' TRUCKING PROBLEMS?

Awahe Trucking Solutions is here since 2017

Freight Brokerage Training

Freight Dispatcher Training

Dispatch Software

New Business Registrations

itV

1-on-1Training (Punjabki | Hindi | English)

Professional Trucking Website

Factoring Company & Fuel Cards

Free Trucking Documents

Atz a3 @ 209 310 0333 © www.awahe.com
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NAPTA MISSION STATEMENT

NAPTA promotes professional growth, prosperity,
education, training, highway and driver safety for our
members. We advocate the highest standards of
service, conduct, safe, efficient and profitable trucking
industry across all sectors and industry types,
regardless of size, domicile or type of operation.

Education - Service - Support

INTRODUCING NEW VENDORS

CabCard %O MICHELIN

FUEL CONTROL IN YOUR CAB!

PRIME @ vLcgaishicla AXESTRACK

DRUG TESTING

Prime DO Files for all your driver hiring needs. www.PrimeDQFiles.com a fu
driver hiring software suite. Pull PSP & MVR reports with in the software.
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Big Beautiful Bill Tax Provisions Could
Boost Trucking Industry Investment

ew tax policies and a permanent
extension of existing tax
cuts highlight the passage of

President Donald Trump’s cornerstone
legislation, The One Big Beautiful Bill
Act, HR. 1, which was signed into law
in July. Analysts believe the bill will
spur investment in the trucking industry.

Among the provisions that will help
trucking is the restoration of a 100%
bonus depreciation measure, which
would have ended at the end of the year.
The extension means that equipment
such as trucks and trailers can get an
upfront tax break rather than having
tax relief spread out over the life of the
equipment.

The bill increases the estate tax
from $13.9 billion to $15 billion, which
will help retain more of the trucking
industry's wealth. It also continues the
20% qualified business income (QBI)
deduction.

The QBI deduction enables trucking
companies and other businesses

@ July - September 2025

classified as sole proprietorships,
partnerships, or S corporations to avoid
a tax disadvantage compared to large
corporations with larger deductions.
The new QBI provision expands
eligibility for the deduction and gives
businesses with certain QBI levels an
inflation-adjusted minimum deduction
of $400.

H.R. 1 also makes it easier for new
truck drivers to obtain a commercial
driver’s license by expanding education
savings plans to cover expenses for
truck driver training.

Industry leaders were almost
unanimous in applauding the new
legislation. However, the Owner-
Operators Independent Drivers
Association  (OOIDA)  expressed
disappointment that drivers were not
included in the “no tax on overtime”
rule that is included in the bill.

The trucking industry does not have
an overtime requirement, and the bill
does not stop taxation on overtime that

employers voluntarily pay.

“Unfortunately, truckers won’t
benefit from this key provision in the
One Big Beautiful Bill. It’s time for
Congress to fix a nearly century-old
oversight by passing the bipartisan
GOT Truckers Act and ensure truckers
are eligible for both overtime pay and
the tax relief extended to other blue-
collar workers,” said OOIDA President
Todd Spencer in a press release.

The American Trucking
Associations (ATA) supported the
legislation. ATA represents carriers,
moving and storage companies, and
trucking suppliers.

ATA President Chris Spear was
pleased with the legislation. In a press
release, he said, “Motor carriers, the
overwhelming majority of which are
small businesses that operate ten trucks
or fewer, will now have the ability
to plan for the future, continue to
provide good-paying jobs, and upgrade
equipment.”
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Always Hiring Professional Drivers
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Trucking Solution I . . R4y

@ Dry Van Services

@ Refrigerated Shipping

@ Flatbed Shipping

@ Specialized Transportation
@ Warehouse Services

info@rajtransport.us

+1 209 730 0000
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elivering txceflence on Every Hile Manteca, California, United States

OCCUPATIONAL
ACCIDENT COVERAGE
for Owner Operators
and 1099 Employees

CHECK OUT OUR PROGRAM

Benefits Included: AD&D, Accident Medical Expense,
Temporary & Permanent Disability and Emergency Travel,
Optional Contingent Liability, & More.

Multiple Coverage Levels - Nationwide - ‘A’ Rated Carriers

1(855) GoLotus (465-6887) | 805-915-4770
1919 Williams Street, Ste 301, Simi Valley CA 93065 \\ 7]
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@ C.H. ROBINSON

C.H. Robinson Asks SCOTUS for

C

reight logistics company C.H.

Robinson is once again looking

to the U.S. Supreme Court
(SCOTUYS) to finally settle the issue
of broker liability by filing a response
in the case of Montgomery v. Caribe
Transport II LLC, asking the high
court to affirm federal preemption of
state negligent selection claims against
brokers.

In other words, C.H. Robinson
wants the court to decide once and for
all whether third-party brokers can be
held liable when a carrier they hired
is involved in an accident. They argue
that such claims are preempted by
the Federal Aviation Administration
Authorization Act (FAAAA) of 1994

@ uly - september 2025

which prohibits states from enforcing
laws that interfere with a carrier’s
price, route or service.

“Preemption of state negligent
selection claims against freight brokers
is consistent with federal law—its
text, legislative history, and prior
decisions of the Supreme Court,” the
company said in its filing. “It preserves
competition in the industry and ensures
the free flow of interstate commerce.”

The Montgomery case involves
a 2017 crash in Illinois between a
motorist and a truck driven by Caribe
that was brokered by Robinson. The
injured driver, Shawn Montgomery
sued Robinson, claiming the company

arity on Broker Liability Issue

should be held liable because of an
alleged agency relationship between
Robinson and Caribe.

Two courts, including the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District
of Illinois and the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the 7th Circuit, disagreed
with Montgomery’s argument, finding
that Caribe operated as an independent
contractor and not as Robinson’s agent.
They ruled that a broker had no control
over the manner of delivery of freight,
an important element in establishing
agency.

Judge Staci M. Yandle of the district
court wrote that “undisputed evidence

shows that Caribe and [its driver]
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Varela-Mojena were not Robinson’s
agents and vicarious liability does not
attach.”

The decisions from the courts
reaffirmed  previous  judgements
protecting brokers from state liability
claims under the FAAAA. But since
the appeals court had already ruled
similarly in another case, the decision
did not create a nationwide precedent,
which is why Robinson is asking the
high court to finally clarify the issue.

Currently there can be no precedent
because different appeals courts have
ruled differently on similar cases. Both
the 7th and 11th Circuits have usually
sided with brokers while the 9th Circuit
has viewed the FAAAA skeptically and
have not given preemption to brokers.

In Montgomery v. Caribe, both

plaintiff and defendant have expressed
interest in having the Court make a final
decision on the issue. Their petition
joins other cases like Gauthier v. TQL,
that still lack clarity.

A similar case occurred in Georgia
when freight broker Total Quality
Logistics selected motor carrier Hard to
Stop LLC and its driver Ronald Bernard
Shingles to carry farm products to a
customer.

Distracted and driving a truck with
faulty brakes, Mr. Shingles missed his
turn into the plant and when he made
an illegal U-turn on the highway he
blocked several lanes of traffic. Peter
Gauthier, who was driving on that
Georgia road at the same time, was
unable to avoid hitting the truck and
died because of his injuries.

Gauthier’s wife sued Total Quality,
claiming they hired the driver and
should be held liable for the accident.
A district court dismissed the case,
arguing the FAAAA preempted the
broker’s liability. The 11th Circuit
ended up concurring with the decision.

If the Supreme Court does decide
to review the F4A, the justices would
not be asked to rule on the heart of
the law: the requirement that states
take no action that would impact a
transportation “price, route or service,”
also known as the preemption clause.
There are no conflicting circuit
decisions on that part of the law.

“Now is the time for this Court
to provide certainty to the industry
by resolving the conflict between the
circuits,” said C.H. Robinson in its
filing.
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NMFTA Framework Looks to
Combat Cyber-Enabled Cargo Theft

ver increasing sophistication

in the ways thieves digitally

steal cargo from truckers has
prompted a more serious discussion
within the trucking industry leading
the National Motor Freight Traffic
Association (NMFTA) to issue a
framework to help carriers and brokers
thwart such attempts.

The Cybersecurity Cargo Crime
Reductions Framework provides a
guide for industry stakeholders to
look for red flags to reduce theft risk
with a focus on the use of layered
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security and collaboration. The group
notes the framework was created as a
collaborative effort among many groups
in the industry.

“We dealt with a lot of people—
whether they were previous contacts,
law enforcement, friends—that
have been around the industry and
understand what the problem is,” said
Artie Crawford, cybersecurity director
at NMFTA. “We solicited a lot of
background information just so we could
wrap our head around the problem.”

The 34-page document has sections
on several topics including the role
of organized crime, identity theft and
the exploitation of telematics and
technology in thefts. The conclusion is
optimistic that with increased diligence
and staying one step ahead of thieves
the industry can mitigate the problem.

In the report’s conclusion, NMFTA
says, “Cyber-enabled cargo theft
is a dynamic and complex threat,
but it is not insurmountable. This
guide has illustrated that -effective
prevention requires a holistic, layered
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defense encompassing cybersecurity,
operational safeguards, and physical
security measures.”

Important to the framework
are best practices for recognizing
fraud such as fake carrier profiles or
misleading dispatches. It also covers
implementation of layered defenses
across telematics, authentication and
personnel training. Collaboration with
other partners to track threats and report
incidents is primary to the framework.

“In the framework, we talk about
something  called  convergence,”
said Crawford. “We talk about the
convergence between cybersecurity,
operational security and physical
security. Each one of those, by
itself, won’t solve the problem. For
instance—and I’ll just take the most
obvious one—we can have the best
gates, guards and guns in physical
security. We’re still going to lose loads
because we didn’t take advantage of the
other two.”

Cargo theft in recent years has
drawn scrutiny from the federal
government with bipartisan House
and Senate investigations. A recent
bill sponsored by Charles Grassley
(R-Iowa) and Catherine Cortez Masto
(D-Nevada) looks “to crack down on
flash mob robberies and intricate retail
theft schemes.”

“Retail crime has cost Iowa billions,
and it’s even worse across the nation.
Organized theft rings deploy innovative
tactics to pilfer goods, and it’s causing
financial harm to businesses, putting
employees and consumers at risk
and funding transnational criminal
organizations throughout the world.
It’s time for the law to catch up and
prevent criminals from exploiting the
internet and online marketplaces. Our
bill improves the federal response to
organized retail crime and establishes
new tools to recover stolen goods and
illicit proceeds, and deter future attacks
on American retailers,” said Grassley.
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Recent data shows that cargo theft
has increased with a 27% jump in
2024 with an estimated $455 million in
losses. Much of that is driven by more
sophisticated cybersecurity crimes.
Asset monitoring company GearTrack
and fleet management specialist
Truckstop have developed tools and
more detailed reports to help their
customers battle the problem.

“Cargo theft is no longer confined
to stolen trailers or broken seals,” said

; / YOUR FIRST PURCHASE
= Use Code: PT15Q125

Joe Ohr, chief operating officer for
NMFTA. “Criminals are increasingly
using cyber tactics to impersonate
drivers, falsify load documents,
exploit digital load boards and reroute
shipments. These tech-driven schemes
are harder to detect—and far more
costly.”

The NMFTA framework can be

downloaded from the organization’s
website.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

Trump Administration Deregulation
of Emissions Standards Creates
Uncertainty in the Electric Truck Market

push for deregulation and a
drawing back of efforts to
mitigate climate change have

left the movement toward battery-
electric trucks (EVs) in limbo. The
markets were only beginning to
emerge as several manufacturers
moved to build electric vehicles on a
broader scale. Elon Musk’s Tesla was
even starting to put more of its EV
Semis on the road.

President Trump’s One Big
Beautiful Bill has moved away from
any federal government subsidies for
the purchasing of EVs, though some
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manufacturing tax credits remain, and
has cut Biden era emissions standards
that had been slowly taking effect.

The administration has been
successful in eliminating California’s
Clean Air Act waiver which allowed
stronger vehicle emissions standards
and an electric vehicle sales mandate
in the state. In May, Congress ruled
that California would be unable to set
its own standards.

At the time, EPA director Lee
Zeldin said, “We are glad to see that
Congress recognized the truth, that

EPA’s California waivers are rules
that would create a negative impact
on all Americans by driving up costs
while limiting consumer choice, and
acted accordingly.”

The American Trucking
Associations (ATA) support the
deregulation. “The Advanced Clean
Truck rule was really setting the
industry up for failure,” said Patrick
Kelly, ATA’s vice president of energy
and environmental affairs. “There’s
just not the infrastructure or the
ability for trucking fleets to adopt that
many electric trucks.”
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California, and other states that
follow its lead on the environment,
have sued the Trump administration
over those emissions regulations.

Not all is lost, however, in the
EV world. The legislation didn’t cut
the tax credits for manufacturers that
were part of Biden era legislation,
as some had forecasted. These tax
incentives have brought down prices
for automakers, battery builders, and
critical mineral miners who are all
part of creating electric vehicles on a
mass scale.

But, according to analysts, the
bill does make some changes to
the manufacturing credit program
that increase requirements for
domestically manufactured
components, which will likely make
it harder for some in the EV supply
chain to qualify because many parts
are produced overseas.

Before the One Big Beautiful Bill,
Trump’s day-one executive order,
“Unleashing  American  Energy,”
began the process of eliminating
mandates  and
promoting “true consumer choice.”

electric  vehicle

The executive order directed the
EPA to reconsider its climate change
endangerment findings in 2009 that
climate change was a danger to the
U.S. and cutting fossil fuel usage
was essential. If those findings are
overturned, greenhouse gas emissions
would no longer be considered
pollutants and no longer would be
regulated by EPA under the Clean Air
Act.

The regulatory changes have left
major trucking companies and fleet
managers uncertain about how to
proceed. Either continue to modernize
with new EVs or scrap those ideas
and buy only diesel or some variation
of the two approaches. For many
carriers the decision will be easy
considering conventional trucks cost
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far less than their EV contemporaries.

Some analysts believe the industry
supports the regulatory moves and
that fleets who have introduced EVs
will limit them in number. But several
engine manufacturers said they will
continue plans to develop electric
models.

Daimler Truck North America,
maker of the heavy-duty Freightliner
eCascadia and other electric models,
continue the goals they have set on
decarbonization.

“All previously communicated
plans remain unchanged,” said a

statement from the company. “We
are committed to adhering to the
requirements established by the EPA
and will continue to develop our
product strategy in alignment with
these standards, providing a robust
lineup of engines that meet both
GHG [greenhouse gas] and NOx
regulations.”

Likewise, Volvo Group North
America continues investments in
battery-electric, hydrogen fuel cell
electric and combustion engine
vehicles “regardless of the pace of
regulatory change,” said John Mies,
vice president of communications.
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FMCSA

Administrator

Nominee

Derek Barrs

Makes First

Congressional
Appearance

n a closely watched hearing this
Iweek, Derek Barrs, nominee for

Administrator of the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA), made his first formal
appearance before Congress. Barrs,
a former state trooper and veteran
commercial vehicle enforcement
official, outlined his vision for
improving highway safety while
balancing the needs of America’s
trucking industry.

During his testimony, Barr
emphasized a  “common-sense
enforcement  approach”  focused

on addressing high-risk carriers,
tackling freight fraud, and improving
driver safety programs. He pledged
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to modernize FMCSA technology
systems and enhance data accuracy
in carrier safety ratings, long-
standing concerns for many trucking
stakeholders.

Lawmakers pressed Barrs on
rising concerns in the industry,

including:
Double brokering scams and
carrier identity theft

High driver turnover and mental
health challenges

Small fleet impacts from new
emissions and insurance mandates.

Barrs acknowledged the

economic pressures facing drivers

and small carriers, promising greater
transparency in FMCSA rulemaking
and closer dialogue with industry
leaders.

“Safe highways and a strong
trucking economy are not opposing
goals — we can achieve both,” Barrs
told the committee.

If confirmed, Barrs is expected to
lead FMCSA at a pivotal time, as the
agency tackles issues like autonomous
trucking, broker transparency reform,
and E-commerce-driven freight shifts.
A confirmation vote is expected in the
coming weeks.
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Pro-Trucker Package’ Addresses

Parking and Unlawful Brokering

program from the Department
Aof Transportation  (DOT)

seeks to improve trucking
through deregulation and addressing
driver concerns. “The Pro-Trucker
Package,” announced in late June,
includes tackling important issues such
as truck parking, unlawful brokering,
and hours-of-service flexibility.

Truck Parking

Parking has long been a problem
for drivers on the nation’s highways
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and governments have been slow
to deal with the issue with only
occasional improvements. In 2012,
Jason’s Law, passed after the death of
Jason Rivenburg, who was murdered
while parked at an abandoned gas
station, created a driver survey that
showed there was not enough parking
available.

Despite that, little has been done.
That may be changing, however,
with renewed support for a bill first

proposed in 2020 which commits
significant new money toward
parking. The Truck Parking Safety
Improvement Act spends $755 million
on projects for public parking access
for truck drivers. The bill, however,
has lingered in Congress.

The bipartisan bill has been
reintroduced by its author, Mike Bost
(R-Illinois) with co-sponsorship from
Rep. Angie Craig (D-Minnesota),
Pete Stauber (R-Minnesota) and Salud
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Carbajal (D-California).

“I grew up in a family trucking
business,” said Bost. “I know
firsthand how difficult, and oftentimes
dangerous, it can be when America’s
truckers are forced to push that extra
mile in search of a safe place to park.
By expanding access to parking
options for truckers, we are making
our roads safer for all commuters
and ensuring that goods and supplies
are shipped to market in the most
efficient way possible. This is a matter
of public safety for everyone; and I’'m
committed to do all I can to drive this
legislation over the finish line.”

Unlawful Brokering

Another area of concern for
truckers is the ongoing fight
against unlawful brokering.
DOT said it was committed to
rulemaking that would enforce
broker transparency rules.

“To promote fairness and
stability of the industry, FMCSA
is renewing its focus on combating
unlawful double brokering—a practice
that directly harms drivers,” said
DOT. “That includes reviewing the
entire portfolio of regulatory actions
listed in the Fall 2024 Unified Agenda
(regulatory future actions), including
the broker transparency rulemaking
proposal.”

The Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association (OOIDA) has
long been an advocate for increasing
broker transparency and OOIDA
Executive Vice President Lewie Pugh
has been a regular in congressional
hearings on the issue.

“As motor carriers are increasingly
victimized by freight fraud, unpaid
claims, dubious charges, unpaid loads
and double brokered loads, the current
lack of transparency has left them
little to no means to defend themselves
from these schemes,” said Pugh at a
recent Congressional hearing.

Pugh said that small business
truckers are sometimes “swindled by
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unscrupulous brokers.” He blames
these problems on several factors
including low freight rates, over
capacity and increased competition.

“Advanced technology and lack
of federal oversight and enforcement
has also created an environment
where fraudulent actors can thrive.
Unfortunately, small trucker
businesses are particularly susceptible

to fraud and are unlikely to recover
from it,” continued Pugh.

Under the Biden administration,
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA) issued
a notice of proposed rulemaking
regarding broker transparency last
year. That comment period ended in
March with about 6,900 comments.
Truckers said that broker transparency
would promote fairness, while
brokers argued that the regulations are
outdated and “un-American.”

According to current DOT officials,
the broker transparency rulemaking is
still on the agenda for future action.

Hours-of-Service Flexibility
Trucking organizations, including

the OOIDA have been pressing for

federal action on making hours-of-

service rules more flexible. They want
provisions that would allow truck
drivers to pause their clock for up to
three hours and use split sleeper berth
options of 6/4 and 5/5.

In a March hearing, Pugh said,
“This  ‘split-duty period’ would
provide truckers greater flexibility
to rest when they’re tired and avoid
factors that make driving unsafe. A
split-duty period would not increase
maximum driving time, maximum
on-duty time or decrease minimum
off-duty rest periods between shifts.

Additionally, drivers would have
more chances to get sufficient rest

and would not be as pressured
to beat the 14-hour clock.

This would result in positive

outcomes for driver health

and highway safety.”

To that end, DOT has
announced plans to launch
two pilot programs that will
test those specifics.

“To improve driver working
conditions and quality of life,
FMCSA is launching two new pilot
programs to study increased flexibility
in hours-of-service regulations,” said
DOT. “The goal for each pilot is to
gather data on whether giving drivers
more control over their schedules can
improve rest and enhance safety.”

OOIDA would also like to see
passage of the Guaranteeing Overtime
for Truckers Act to stop shippers and
receivers from trying to take advantage
of drivers’ inability to pause their
clock by making them wait for hours.
OOIDA said that for the provisions
to work properly, drivers must be in
control of when they can pause their
clock.

The Pro-Trucker Package
also includes initiatives aimed
at  withdrawing speed  limiter
rulemaking, improving FMCSA’s
driver resource page, reform DataQ’s,
modernize the National Consumer
Complaint Database, and maintaining
the exemption for pre-2000 engines.
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Texas Hold’'Em Program Cracks
Down on Drivers Smuggling Drugs
and People

partnership between U.S.
Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) and the

Texas Department of Public Safety
has resulted in over 1,000 truck drivers
losing their commercial driver’s
licenses (CDLs) because of smuggling
people and drugs across the border
with Mexico.

The Texas Hold’Em Initiative
began in 2008. Under the initiative,
when a holder of a CDL from any state
is convicted by the feds of smuggling
drugs or people or both into the U.S.
their CDL is revoked for the rest of
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their life.

“It does not matter what state the
CDL was issued, if they are caught
and convicted of smuggling in the
state of Texas, they lose their CDL
for life,” said Tomas Carrillo Jr., a
CBP supervisor in Laredo. Already in
2025, 141 drivers have permanently
lost their CDLs for smuggling. Carillo
noted that Texas is the only state with
such a program because of a provision
in the state’s laws.

According to CBP, the program was
created “to improve border security
by implementing consequences on

commercial drivers convicted of
human and/or narcotic smuggling.”
Laredo is a key checkpoint for goods
entering or leaving the U.S. with more
than 40% of commercial trade between
the U.S. and Mexico crossing there.

“Due to Laredo being one of
the busiest land ports, there are
commercial drivers that come from
all over the United States,” said
Carillo. “These drivers may or may
not be aware of transnational criminal
organizations trying to recruit them
to smuggle. This is why outreach and
education about the Texas Hold’Em
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Initiative is paramount.”

The Laredo CBP at Laredo has
canceled 1,053 CDLs since the
program’s beginning. 848 because
of convictions for human smuggling,
while the rest came from drivers
smuggling drugs. Drivers from states
such as Alabama, Arkansas, California,
Florida, Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana,
Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska,
New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio,
Oklahoma, South Carolina and
Tennessee as well as Texas have lost
their CDL’s.

Criminals, traffickers and
smugglers often approach drivers in
rest areas or truck stops and attempt
to lure them into smuggling for them.
Agents for CBP provide weekly
outreach to truckers with educational
information about how to avoid dealing
with smugglers and the penalties such
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interactions can carry.

“An increase in communication
and shared information between
law  enforcement agencies and
transportation stakeholders has proven
to be a great success for the program,”
said CBP.

Often smugglers will attempt to
deceive a driver and place drugs or
people into a truck without the driver’s
knowledge. New imaging equipment
used by CBP can detect humans inside
a truck or trailer.

CBP advises drivers to follow these
procedures if they plan on crossing the

border:

Check bills and bills of lading to
verify all information is correct.

Pay attention during daily

JS

inspections to trailer weight and any
discrepancies that could indicate
suspicious activity with the vehicle.

Always padlock trailers, even
when empty.

Before departure, inspect
toolboxes, side cab compartments,
external storage areas and external
windjammer openings for signs
of disruption, such as smudges or
footprints.

Lock all doors, including cabin
doors, before leaving a cab unattended.

When returning to a vehicle,
check closets, storage compartments,
cabinets, under-bed storage and bunk
bed areas. Any disturbed or missing
items could signal an intruder has
entered a truck cab.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

DOT to Implement Al to Fight
Trucking Industry Fraud

argeting issues such as double
I brokering, virtual addresses,
and illegal sale of motor
carrier numbers, the Department of
Transportation (DOT) has announced
an initiative to help prevent carrier
identity fraud with new Al (artificial
intelligence) tools.

The new initiative is part of an
executive order, “Enforcing Common
Sense Rules of the Road for America’s
Truck Drivers,” signed by President
Trump, which also supports a nationwide
audit of non-domiciled CDLs to fight
fraudulent CDL licensing practices.

Perpetrators of identity fraud exploit
the current system and use stolen
credentials and fake documents to
get motor carrier individual numbers,
which enables them to engage in double
brokering by posing as legitimate
carriers to subcontract loads, leaving
legitimate businesses unpaid.

Double brokering in the trucking
industry, which is the illegal practice
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of re-brokering a load without proper
authorization, can cost the industry
millions of dollars annually. While the
direct financial losses from individual
scams can vary, the aggregate cost is
substantial and can involve fines, legal
fees and reputational damage.

This type of fraud is widespread,
with  criminals stealing carriers’
profiles to divert payments or secure
contracts. The lack of biometric or
multi-factor authentication, which has
become commonplace in banking and
e-commerce, is hampering the industry,
allowing repeat offenders to re-enter
under different names.

There are new ways to combat
such fraud. Private companies have
developed innovative solutions such as
real-time carrier monitoring and fraud
detection software. Other software
provides onboarding and risk assessment
to verify a motor carrier’s identity.

But while these tools are helpful,
the federal system needs upgrading.

To this end, new Department of Labor
Secretary Sean Duffy has advocated for
a focus on Al for safety and efficiency.
He believes Al can significantly improve
safety and operational efficiency within
the transportation industry, particularly
in areas like detecting and analyzing
patterns related to freight fraud.

Dufty further argues that Al can
help modernize aging transportation
infrastructure, citing its potential
to accelerate the review of grant
agreements and streamline bureaucratic
processes within the Department of
Transportation.

Duffy’s strategy aims to anticipate
future threats by integrating Al
enhancing  data  security, and
collaborating with law enforcement
to establish new fraud prevention
standards. According to Duffy, the use
of Al, law enforcement partnerships,
and reform of outdated regulations or
those that harm trucking companies will
be addressed.

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



INDUSTRY NEWS

e fegmar (DOT) 29 faar Sediar

feg TUUST 68 36 BT »it &d7 Jdr

Hed Sdwig &=gt & Jg-ardat
J, wiewEr festar (Department
of Transportaiton - DOT) & &< nft
(5IST gUT) THA 3B JIMT UETE
TuUst § Jo feg Hee 96 ®et
fo's ufgsaeHt T wiws o=t T

feg =<t ufosgert IHSEIUST
29U egT  JA3HI A3 die
JIATST WEH MHIT ¥ 29X
SJEed’ BT ASX © WH fouH
3 &9 a9&™ © foA I, 7 Tyust
=% CDL &Erfiar nis 5% %35
%et dg-fa=it CDLs © 2@F fenmit
nifse € < AHJES J9eT J |

T gifger Q8T U5 ni3 oIt IT
93 IIA Hed JIfd © fonfastars
SIat @ UH I F BT & ndr A

www.punjabitruckingusa.com

'3 T F 39% A9 fe 9 HHS d=
T Ga g@T I, fAn o® Tfew
9IS & FIBE S HBET |

uno o — V) [N a Yo
cd [ddl 8S<Udl %? 3d®% JAIddl,
7 fa 7t niftarg 3° fast fan %3 3
HF-599 A6 T JI-ATEaT MHS I,

W@EﬁﬂTéWWmE‘f

—
—

THIR, Mifadt TuoHt &% 536
T & I T&I fEHET qusSh
3

&SHS I ASET J | ISia fenasiars
J Aae TS, a‘&mmaﬁ“r

Y9 Ae fa feg g% Heeds Js,
At ys&@t & »UdE 39 ©F &3 J|
fer &, fag3 fe3war (Department
of Labor) € &< AX 39 HI& 3ef &
HI U n3 TIATASST et nit '3
s Jefds a9 o TI®3 3T
JI Bt T Hesr I 1 nit miemret
8eqdr @ nieg AT fami™ »i3 IgaaTaT

gerar &=t Sy EI'EEJUOF ﬁ‘-m
Wﬁsmmwﬁrm
et T

gHSB3T fT9 HI3TYIs HUWG o9
AL J, UTH JJd €9 TUTUST 3%
AEUS Ucdat = U3T ®arSE w3
fer®as 96 TJar u33t feg|

July - September 2025 @)



INDUSTRY NEW§

New ATRI Report Shows Average
Costs Decline Slightly as Freight
Recession Continues

riven by stabilized fuel costs,
Dthe average cost of operating
a commercial truck in 2024
fell by 0.4% but when fuel costs were
excluded, marginal costs increased
3.6%, according to an American

Transportation ~ Research  Institute
(ATRI).

ATRI’s report, An Analysis of the
Operational Costs of Trucking, found
that the overall cost of operating a truck
was $2.260 per mile but the marginal
cost jumped by the highest rate ATRI
had ever seen to $1.779.

Amid a freight recession that has
persisted since 2022 when many
pandemic era restrictions began to
loosen, carriers experienced higher
costs for line-items in 2024 such truck
and trailer payments, rising by 8.3% to
a record $0.390 per mile and increased
driver benefit costs, up 4% to $0.197
per mile
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The report indicated that “carrier
profitability suffered across all industry
sectors under these pressures, as the
findings show in stark detail. Average
operating margins were below 2 percent
in every sector aside from LTL, and
the truckload sector had an average
operating margin of -2.3 percent.

“The trucking industry is facing
the most challenging freight market
in years, with loads down and costs
increasing,” said Groendyke Transport,
Inc. President and CEO Greg Hodgen.
“ATRI’s Operational Costs data and the
customized benchmarking report that
compares us to similar fleets are more
critical than ever as we navigate rising
costs and decreasing margins in this
adverse environment.”

Other findings by the report showed
that driver wages rose by only a modest
2.4% last year, a half percent lower than
the rate of inflation which stabilized last
year but still came in at about 2.9%.

Overall trucking capacity after major
expansions from 2021-2022 fell by
2.2% as carriers sold trucks and several
firms filed bankruptcy or went out of
business permanently.

The report further noted that carrier
profitability fell across all industry
sectors, as average operating margins
were less than 2% in every sector
except less-than-truckload. The number
of drivers per truck fell to 0.93 and the
average operating for full truckload
carriers was negative 2.3%.

“While parts of the U.S. economy
maintained positive growth rates,
those sectors lacked the catalyst
necessary to reverse the multi-year
trucking downturn that followed
the post-pandemic boom,” said the
report. “Unfortunately, in trucking
and specifically in the dry van, flatbed
and refrigerated sectors, nationwide
contract and spot freight rates continued
to slide over the year.”

www.punjabitruckingusa.com
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We hold a trusted reputation from our
clients by solving their complex trucking
and supply chain logistics issues.
Personalized Transportation Solutions
Competitive Pricing
Warehouse Solutions

865 E Roth Rd., French Camp, CA

www.sunrisetruckinginc.com sunriselathrop@sunrisetruckinginc.com

If you want to be featured on the
Punjabi Trucking Magazine or
Punjabi Trucking 360 Podcast or
Raman Dhillon Show

Please contact us, info@ramandhillonshow.com or text us at 559-701-8000

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE:
- Print Magazine Advertisement

- Punjabi Trucking Magazine's
Website Advertisement

- Punjabi Trucking 360 Podcasts
Advertisement

- Translations
- Graphic Design
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WER DESIGH
DIUITAL MARKETING
CREATIVE DESIGHN
CASE STUDIES

INSPIRE VISITORS.

With a relaunch or
completely new WEBSITE.

We help our clients launch brands, design customized websites and deliver
digital marketing solutions using passion, experience and expertise.

Industries we serve: Trucking, Retail, Finance, Restaurants,
Mortgage, Real Estate, and many more.

Package starts at $999

+1 833-333-4035

contact@orangeboxmedia.ca

Dmgl www.orangeboxmedia.com
®

Follow us on: f
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New Public Notice Wants More
Comments on DataQs System

he Federal Motor Carrier

Safety Administration

(FMCSA) has issued a notice
on the federal register seeking more
comments on ways to improve the
DataQs system that provides carriers
a way to challenge inaccurate data in
state and federal records.

The DataQs system is an online
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portal for the trucking industry to
track and review state and federal
crash inspection data that is kept by
the FMCSA.

“This system 1is critical to
allowing users to ensure the data
FMCSA maintains on them is
accurate and complete,” said the
notice which was posted on June 30.

“Users can review their own data and
request corrections to erroneous or
incomplete data records.”

The same notice seeking
comments was published in 2023,
receiving 54 comments, including
those from motor carriers, drivers,
owner-operators, safety advocates,
other trucking organizations and law

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



enforcement. The period to comment
on the system is open until Sept. 2.

As with many federal
responsibilities under the Trump
administration, the FMCSA is looking
to transfer more of the responsibility
for the system to the states. Many of
the original comments on the earlier
notice focused on the appeals process
to strike inaccurate information about
a motor carrier.

“The majority of the [public]
comments were balanced in tone and
supportive of FMCSA’s proposal
to develop and implement a federal
appeals process for requests for data
reviews,” said FMCSA. “Many of the
commenters provided suggestions
on improving the proposed appeals
process and DataQs program more
broadly.”

The agency also said it is
looking for revisions to the Motor
Carrier Safety Assistance Program
Grant requirements. “These revised
requirements would provide
necessary guardrails fortherequest for
data review process, accountability
for states and empower states to take
more complete ownership of their
DataQs programs,” the agency said.

In general, commenters wanted
more impartiality, uniformity and
transparency in the request for
data review (RDR) process, but
the agency found that FMCSA
determined its initial proposal for a
federal-level appeals process would
not completely address due process
concerns that are part of state-
reviewed RDRs.

“Instead, FMCSA is proposing an
approach to improve the fundamental
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Bobby Dhillon
Business Development Manager

2941 Larkin Avenue
Clovis, CA, 93612
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fairness of the RDR process by
implementing sufficient process
guardrails for states,” said FMCSA.
“Changes would benefit users by
ensuring appeals are reviewed in
an independent, impartial, uniform
and transparent manner, as well as
providing timelines for the initial
request and appeals process.”

In addition, suggestions to
remove data related to pending
RDRs from public view has not been
implemented. “Removing this data
creates opportunities for requesters
to improve their safety records in the
short term by submitting frivolous
RDRs, which would impact the
efficacy of the DataQs program and
other FMCSA safety programs,” said
FMCSA.

Trusted by our clients
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AJESTRACK

Stop Overpaying at the Pump. More
innovative Fuel Planning is here.

or most Punjabi fleet owners
Frunning trucks across the U.S.,

fuel is one of the biggest —
and most unpredictable — expenses.
Fill the tank before every trip, and you
might be paying more than you should.
Miss the right stop, and you’re stuck
refueling at a costlier station down the
line.

That’s precisely the problem
Axestrack set out to solve — with a
Fuel Optimization Module designed
to put the power (and savings) back in
your hands.

Whether you're managing five
trucks or five hundred, this feature
helps you plan your route with fuel
pricing in mind, making sure you're
never refueling blindly. You can now
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see:
+  All fuel pumps along your route
*  Distance to each pump

*  Live fuel prices at every stop

And it doesn’t stop there. The
system uses advanced Al algorithms
to calculate when and how much your
trucks should refuel — so you're never
overfilling or wasting money on pricey
pumps.

Why It Works
Instead of filling the whole tank at
the start, the system helps you break it
down:
«  Start light to save on unnecessary
weight
 Refuel where it makes sense,
based on pricing and location
*  End the trip with just the amount

of fuel you planned for
And since all this is built into your
fleet’s route map, it’s easy for drivers to
follow, too. Customers who have used
our solution have seen savings of 3-5%

Built for the Punjabi Fleet Owner

Axestrack understands the hustle.
Many of our earliest clients were
family-run trucking businesses —
the same kind you see growing in
California’s Punjabi community today.
This tool wasn’t built in a boardroom
— it was shaped on the road, with
honest feedback from truckers and
owners like you.

So, if you’ve ever thought, “There’s
got to be a better way to plan trips and
save on fuel,” you’re right. And now
there is.

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



Prime DQ Files for all your driver hiring needs. www.PrimeDQFiles.com a full
driver hiring software suite. Pull PSP & MVR reports with in the software.

ONLY WEBSITE

Where Majority of Punjabi Trucking Companies
Post their Trucking jobs

Are you looking for Jobs?

Please create your FREE profile and get job
offers in your inbox!!!

y

www.cdljobsguru.com

y-, - 877-806-2525

CDLJOBS 559-701-8000  info@CDLjobsquru.com

GURU
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Freight Fraud on the Rise: A Growing

Threat to the Trucking Industry

In recent years, freight fraud has
quietly become one of the fastest-
growing threats to the trucking and
logistics industry. What used to be an
occasional risk has now turned into a
widespread problem affecting carriers,
brokers, shippers, and drivers alike,
costing the industry hundreds of millions
of dollars annually.

What Is Freight Fraud?

Freight fraud comes in many forms
but typically involves scammers posing
as legitimate carriers, brokers, or shippers
to steal loads, payments, or sensitive
business information. It can also include
cargo theft, double brokering schemes,
and identity theft involving DOT
numbers and MC authorities.

Common examples include:

Double Brokering: A fraudster accepts a
load from a broker and illegally rebrokers
it to another carrier, often leaving the end
carrier unpaid.

Identity Theft: Scammers impersonate
legitimate trucking companies by
stealing carrier identities and securing
freight under pretenses.

Ghost Loads: Fraudulent brokers offer
nonexistent loads to real carriers, collect
advance fees or fuel advances, and then
disappear.

Why Is Freight Fraud Increasing?
Several factors have contributed to

the surge in freight fraud:

High market volatility since 2020 has
created opportunities for scammers.

Easy access to public carrier data
through the FMCSA websites.

Remote work trends have made it
easier for scammers to impersonate
legitimate businesses.

Lack of proper vetting by
inexperienced brokers and shippers
during busy seasons.

The Cost of Trucking

Freight fraud can cause severe
financial harm:

Carriers end up hauling loads without
getting paid.

Shippers suffer lost products and
delayed deliveries.

Brokers lose money and credibility
when fraudsters vanish after payment.

Insurance costs increase, and legal
battles drag on for months.

In some cases, small trucking
companies have been forced out of
business after falling victim to elaborate
scams.

How to Protect Yourself
The good news is, there are steps the
industry can take to reduce risk:

*  Verify all business contacts through
trusted platforms and double-check
FMCSA records.

*  Beware of rate offers that seem “too
good to be true.”

e Avoid advance payments or
fuel advances unless through
established, verified relationships.

e Use technology tools like carrier
monitoring services and fraud
detection software.

Industry Push for Crackdown

Several industry groups, including
the TIA, Owner-Operator Independent
Drivers Association (OOIDA), and
NAPTA, are advocating for regulators
to strengthen enforcement and enhance
identity verification in the trucking sector.
FMCSA has acknowledged the problem
but progress remains slow, leaving many
carriers to fend for themselves.

Conclusion

Freight fraud isn’t just an
inconvenience — it’s a growing crisis
impacting the financial health and trust
within the trucking industry. Staying
vigilant, properly vetting partners, and
sharing information within the industry
are key defenses until stronger regulatory
safeguards are in place.

A 35% Tariff on Canada? Trucking
Can't Afford This War

The recent announcement of a
proposed 35% tariff on Canadian
imports starting August 1 signals
more than just political posturing—it
threatens to upend North America’s
most critical trade corridor. For
trucking companies already struggling
with overcapacity, insurance hikes,
and high operating costs, this tariff
risks triggering an unnecessary freight
recession.

@ uly - september 2025

Canada is America’s largest trading
partner for everything from lumber and
auto parts to produce and industrial
goods. Truckers don’t just haul
freight—they move the pulse of cross-
border commerce. This tariff means
fewer loads, longer delays at borders,
and higher costs for businesses and
consumers alike.

At a time when the trucking industry

needs stability and fair freight markets,
such a drastic measure risks punishing
hardworking drivers and small fleets
while creating more chaos in an already
fragile supply chain.

It’s time to stop using truckers
and trade as political weapons. North
American  trucking depends on
cooperation, not confrontation.

www.punjabitruckingusa.com
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DOT Review to Focus on Issuance
of Non-Domiciled CDLs

ew Department of
Transportation Secretary

Sean Dufty recently warned
states they should make sure they are
issuing non-domiciled commercial
driver’s licenses (CDLs) according to

Trump administration rules.

@ July - September 2025

To determine non-compliance, the
department is launching a nationwide
audit. Duffy warned that states should
not just “rubber stamp” applications
for CDLs that will allow unqualified
drivers to be on the road.

“The open borders policies of the

last administration allowed millions
to flood our country, leading to serious
allegations that the trucking licensing
system is being exploited,” said Duffy
in the announcement.

“Today, we are launching a
nationwide audit to get to the bottom

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



of this. Our audit is about protecting
the safety of families on the road and
upholding the integrity of CDLs held
by America’s truckers,” said Duffy.

A non-domiciled CDL is a license
issued by a state to an individual
who is not a resident of that state. It's
typically issued to individuals who are
not U.S. citizens or lawful permanent
residents, but who are authorized to
work in the U.S. These individuals
often come from foreign countries,
excluding Canada and Mexico, and
must meet specific requirements to
obtain this type of license. Canadian
and Mexican drivers are excluded
because their commercial licensing
standards are deemed comparable to
those of the U.S.

While the exact numbers for non-
domiciled CDLs in the nation is not
known, the data suggests a substantial
number of non-domiciled CDLs are
issued across various states, including
Texas, which issued over 50,000 CDLs
between 2015 and 2024. California,
Illinois, Oregon, Washington, South
Carolina, and Maine have also
issued many of them. In recent years
evidence suggests there has been a
significant rise in the number of non-
domiciled CDLs issued in the U.S.

The audit is part of President

Trump’s March executive order on
“Enforcing Common Sense Rules
of the Road for America’s Truck
Drivers.” Under the audit, the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
(FMCSA) will send compliance teams
to each state to examine application
files, interview licensing staff and
compare procedures with federal
standards.

“Every state must follow federal
regulations and ensure only qualified,
properly documented drivers are
getting behind the wheel of a truck,”
said Dufty.

Earlier in the year, Duffy
announced tougher regulations on
English-language  standards  for
commercial drivers, requiring officers
at roadside checkpoints to place any
driver who cannot communicate in

English out of service.

In January, Trump issued an
executive order mandating that
commercial drivers in the U.S. be
proficient in speaking and reading
English, directing the federal
government to closely monitor
commercial driver licenses issued by
states to individuals who do not reside
in the U.S.

DRUG TESTING (DOT) FOR TRUCKERS

- DRUG TESTING
- RANDOM ENROLLMENT
- DOT DRUG COMPLAINCE

BPLAB SERVICES

6725 Fleming Ave, Sacramento, CA 95828
Fax: 866-912-3929 | bplabservices@outlook.com

www.punjabitruckingusa.com
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Del Monte Foods Files Chapter 11
Bankruptcy in New Jersey

alnut Creek, California-
based Del Monte Foods
recently announced it

had filed for voluntary Chapter
11 bankruptcy. Chapter 11 is a
reorganization bankruptcy that allows
for restructuring of debt while the
company continues to operate.

Dell Monte entered into a
lender-backed restructuring support
agreement that calls for the food
producer to sell its assets in bankruptcy
court. The company has enough
financing to fund its Chapter 11 case,
giving them $165 million in exchange
for protection for about $1.245 billion
in existing debt.

The company has blamed its
downfall on an overstocking of
inventory during the pandemic and the
rising costs of carrying debt because
of high interest rates. Supply chain
disruptions and confusion over recent
tariff policy also contributed to the
company’s instability.

@ July - September 2025

In its July 1 filing, they noted
that among its unsecured debt was
more than $10 million owed to
transportation firms Uber Freight and
Saddle Creek Logistics.

“This is a strategic step forward for
Del Monte Foods,” President and CEO
Greg Longstreet said.

“After a thorough evaluation of
all available options, we determined
a court-supervised sale process is the
most effective way to accelerate our
turnaround and create a stronger and
enduring Del Monte Foods. With an
improved capital structure, enhanced
financial position, and new ownership,
we will be better positioned for long-
term success,” he continued.

The 139-year-old company is one
of the leading producers of canned
goods and other items under the Del
Monte, Contidina, Kitchen Basics,
College Inn, JOYBA and S&W brands.

The company filed for protection in the
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District
of New Jersey.

“While we have faced
challenges intensified by a dynamic
macroeconomic environment, Del
Monte Foods has nourished families
for nearly 140 years, and we remain
committed to our mission of expanding
access to nutritious, great-tasting food
for all,” Longstreet said.

Del Monte joins a group of food
related companies who have recently
filed for bankruptcy protection. In
March, restaurant chain Hooters filed
Chapter 11 in Texas agreeing to a
90-120 day restructuring that would
preserve the brand.

In addition, another chain
restaurant company Red Lobster, filed
bankruptcy last year, but appears to be
onits way to fulfilling the qualifications
for restructuring it agreed to in court.

www.punjabitruckingusa.com



Over 50,000 Parts & Accessories

Freightliner Kenworth International

Nationwide Distribution
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